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PSHCE Policy Including Relationship and Sexual Health Policy

Under the Education Act 2002/Academies Act 2010 all schools must provide a balanced and broadly based curriculum which:
  promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, and 
 prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.
In line with the school’s vision of supporting students to Aspire. Learn and Achieve, PSHCE at Royds Hall Community School is aimed at preparing young people for a full, healthy and fulfilled life. The PSHCE policy is underpinned by our policies on safeguarding/child protection, equality, eSafety and behaviour discipline and rewards. 
At Royds Hall Community School, PSHE is primarily delivered through ERIC (Ethics, Religion, Ideas and Citizenship) lessons where it is taught explicitly in some parts of the schemes of work and alongside religious teaching where it is appropriate as many of our students use religious teachings to inform their moral decision making. When teachings of religions and views of non-religious philosophies are covered, it is ensured that the atmosphere is respectful and tolerant and teachers plan to facilitate open but structured discussions. 
The schemes of work for PSHCE are based on guidance from OFSTED and the PSHE Association, particularly the association’s programmes of study. It is also informed by local data from internal student surveys, the Public Health Intelligence Project and West Yorkshire Police. Lessons also include materials provided by specialist organisations, both locally and nationally such as B-eat, Stonewall, Barclays’ Life Skills and the Alcohol Awareness Trust. A resource on Moodle has been created to signpost students and parents towards organisations that support people with issues covered in our schemes of work. 
The subject is delivered by members of the Humanities department. Visitors with expertise in specific areas are invited into school where appropriate, especially on Drop-Down Days. 
The schemes of work also allow for lessons to address local, regional, national and global matters in the news that may impact on the students’ emotional well-being. 
At all times the overarching principle of PSHE at Royds Hall Community School is to ensure the present and future wellbeing of students and to meet their learning needs. Lessons are also designed to help children to realise the nature and consequences of discrimination, teasing, bullying and aggressive behaviours (including cyber bullying), use of prejudice-based language and how to respond and ask for help.
Students will be encouraged to ask questions in class and where it is age appropriate the member of staff will give informed answers and reflect mainstream belief and views. If the member of staff is unaware of the answer, the teacher will research the question and provide the answer the following lesson. Students will also be able to ask questions anonymously. 
Members of staff will also consult the vulnerable list on a regular basis to ensure that any students considered to be ‘at risk’ are supported appropriately.  Members of staff consult students at the end of units to assess how effectively the units have been delivered. The school’s student Diversity Group also gives guidance on the delivery of the curriculum to ensure an inclusive curriculum. 
Equality
The delivery of PSHCE at Royds Community School is designed to be inclusive in outlook and approach. It is written to allow students of all backgrounds, with any disabilities, of different genders, sexual orientation, religions and world views to access the curriculum and to ensure feel they are reflected in it. 
Confidentiality
Within all ERIC and in particular PSHE lessons, confidentiality is discussed with pupils so that everyone understands the boundaries. It is made clear that no one working with children can agree confidentiality if a child is thought to be at risk. This applies to all visitors to lessons as well as staff. As such the school ensures that there are appropriate opportunities for pupils to access confidential support after the lesson if this is needed. The school ensures that pupils know where to get help on personal concerns such as abuse and sexual health, both inside and outside the school. This is accessible through the school nurse and also through the Moodle PSHE signposting page.
Assessment
PSHE is assessed within lessons but not reported in levels. Assessment is carried out in an informal manner when the students’ understanding and knowledge of the topics are assessed through quizzes and questionnaires. The results of these assessments inform the development of schemes of work and also may result in further lessons being dedicated to the topics.  
Relationship and Sexual Education Policy
Alongside all maintained secondary schools in England, Royds Hall Community School has a statutory requirement to teach a programme of sex education including work on HIV, AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections.  At Royds Hall, this is delivered in a way that is sensitive to students’ age, background and beliefs. In keeping with guidance from Kirklees, it is called Relationship and Sexual Education, (RSE), to reflect the stress on relationships, as opposed to the more common Sexual and Relationship Education (SRE). 
Parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from all or part of any RSE provided, with the exception of the biological aspects necessary under national curriculum science, but it is hoped that parents and carers realise the essential nature of the subject and teachers are available to discuss any concerns that parents and carers have. Alternative work has to be provided by parents or carers for the lessons that students are not participating in. 
RSE lessons will include clear, impartial scientific information on matters such as abortion as well as covering the law in relation to, for example, forced-marriage and female genital mutilation. It also covers the concept of, and legislation relating to, equality. 
The schemes of work are written to cater for all pupils and are respectful of how pupils choose to identify themselves, recognising that depending on their age and maturity, their sexual orientation and gender identity may be ‘emerging’. This means that relationships and sex education is delivered in a way that is sensitive to the different needs of individual pupils and may need to evolve and adapt over time.
Additionally as part of Relationship and Sexual Education lessons, students are taught to recognise ways they could put themselves at risk through the use of technology. These can include risks to their emotional and physical wellbeing and safety and their personal reputation. The schemes of work explore the risks, the law as it pertains to the sharing and downloading of images and information and safe ways of sharing personal information, social networking, online dating and sharing images. This is done in partnership with the ICT department.
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