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Share Multi Academy Trust
	Subject: Drama
	
	Year 7
	
	Ability Mixed
	



	Term / Date(s)
	Term 1 (7 lessons)
	Term 2 (7 lessons)
	Term 3 (6 lessons)

	Topic
	Introduction to Acting & Mime
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Physical Theatre
	Script – Frankenstein The Play 
Adapted by Philip Pullman

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	Students will understand basic drama techniques and how to implement these within their scenes and whilst creating characters.  

Students will understand how to successfully create mime.  
	Students will learn to understand what physical theatre is through the exploration of a variety of techniques, script extracts and stimuli.  
	Students will learn to understand what a script is and how it is interpreted by an actor, director and set designer. 

Students will be able to use character development techniques to create and perform a character different to themselves. 

	Components



	Student will have knowledge of basic terminology and how to implement this in their own work for performance. 

Students can demonstrate an effective still image through the use of facial expressions and gestures and communicate effectively to an audience. 

Students can effectively use projection, articulation and expression to communicate with an audience. 

Students can reflect on use of team work and communication, vocal and physical skills and the effectiveness of these within practical work through self and peer evaluation. 

From this, students will focus on one skill; mime.

Students will then be able to explain what mime is and the rules of mime, including: 
· Do not talk
· Try to always keep one hand on the object
· Don’t walk through an important object
· Don’t change the size/weight of an object

Students can apply the rules of mime to their own work to communicate their mime effectively with an audience. 

Students will gain an understanding of how physical skills can be used to communicate effectively with an audience. 

Students will learn about the history of silent movies and key practitioners who performed in this style and use this as a model to create practical work.

Students will explore basic drama techniques such as freeze frames, mime and script extracts to be able to apply the skills explored in this topic. 

Students will be able to explain what slapstick is and the rules of slapstick and be able to use these rules to include slapstick in short devised pieces that is clear and effective for an audience. 

Slapstick rules: 
· Follow instructions and the stage combat plan exactly. 
· Never improvise stage combat.
· Always respect and take care of your partner. 
· Never make physical contact with your partner unless this has been planned in advance. 

	Students will explore and develop their physical skills (body language, facial expressions, gestures) using physical theatre. 

Students will be able to explain what the ‘7 levels of tension’ are:
1. Exhausted or catatonic 
2. Laid back
3. Neutral 
4. Alert or Curious
5. Suspense
6. Passionate 
7. Tragic 

Students will be able to use the ‘7 levels of tension’ to create a piece of physical theatre. 

Students will recap and develop their knowledge and skills developed in mime, NVC and slapstick and apply this to creating a piece of physical theatre. 

Students will learn to use their bodies and each other to create powerful stories/messages for their audience. 


 
	Students will be able to explain what a script is and how to interpret it as an actor to be able to effectively perform an extract to an audience.

Students will be able to demonstrate their ability to read and follow stage directions through acting, designing their own set and designing their own Frankenstein’s monster.

Students will recall their knowledge of the rules of mime and apply this to creating short improvised mime scenes, inspired by key extracts from the play.  

Students will be able to use a range of vocal (pitch, accent, pause, emphasis) and physical skills (gesture, body language, facial expressions) to communicate a character different from themselves to an audience. 

Students will be able to reflect on their use of team work and communication, vocal and physical skills and the effectiveness of these within practical work through self and peer evaluation. They will demonstrate this verbally and through written work. 

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Students will know how to work as a team and in small groups.

Students will have taken part in primary school productions and performed in character and using props. 

Students will have experience in reading out loud and talking in front of others.

Students will have experience in presenting to others. 
	Students will know how to work as a team and in small groups and will have created short performances during Term 1. 

Students will have experience in performing in front of others and in being a good audience. 

Students have developed their physical skills and use of NVC, mime and slapstick during Term 1. 

Students will have increased confidence in working with a variety of students in a practical way. 

Students will be able to communicate their ideas to a group and work together to create short improvised scenes to perform to an audience. 





	Students will have studied a gothic play (Dracula) in English during Term 2. As a result, they will already understand the style and conventions found in the gothic style. 

Students will have increased confidence in working as a team and in small groups to create a short performance from the schemes of work completing in Term 1 and 2. 

Students have developed their physical skills and use of NVC during Term 1 and 2 and will be able to use these skills to respond to stage directions. 

Students will have experience in reading out loud and talking in front of others. 

Students will have experience in performing in front of others and in being a good audience. 

Students will have experience and will have developed confidence in presenting their performance work to others through the performance work they have taken part in during Term 1 and 2. 

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	The ability to work with other students in a group to complete freeze frames and scripted work. 

The ability to work with other students in a group to create a variety of short mimed scenes, using existing work as a stimulus. 

Confidence in working practically in small groups and performing in front of other students in the class. 

To be able to evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Understand and apply basic techniques used in drama. 

To be able to use mime to support their use of physical skills (body language, gesture, facial expressions) when acting in other mediums (such as script or devised work).
	The ability to work with other students in a group to create a variety of short scenes, using existing work as a stimulus. 

Confidence in working practically in small groups and performing in front of other students in the class. 

To be able to evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Confidence in using physical skills to convey a story to an audience. 

To be able to use mime to support their use of physical skills (body language, gesture, facial expressions) when acting in other mediums (such as script or devised work).
	By students exploring the context, purpose and structure of a scripted play, they will then have the skills to work on their own performances through improvisation techniques and devising skills.

The ability to work with other students in a group to complete scripted work. 

The ability to apply knowledge of contextual factors and themes that influence a script (links to KS3 English National Curriculum). 

For students to be able to evaluate their own work and the work of others through verbal feedback and written evaluation. 

A developed understanding of how to use and interpret a script. Including interpreting stage directions and developing a character.

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	· Team work and communication
· Vocal Skills
· Physical Skills
· Still Image/Freeze Frame
· Non-verbal communication (NVC) (facial expressions, gestures, body language)
· Mime 
· Silent movie 
· Slapstick
	· Techniques 
· Skills 
· Physical theatre 
· Physical skills
· NCV 
· Body language 
· Gestures
· Facial expression 
· Forum theatre 
· Gestus 
· 7 levels of tension 
	· Team work and communication
· Stage direction
· Script
· Character
· Dialogue
· Physical skills
· Vocal skills
· Scene
· Convention
· Theme
· Purpose
· Context

	Assessment activities



	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.
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Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.
 feel in using these skills.
	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet. 
fident they feel in using these skills.

	Resources available



	Shared area lesson plans (PowerPoint)

Shared area lesson handouts 

Shared area scheme of work

Project booklet

All resources can be found under: T:\RHS-Depts\Arts & Design Technology\The Creative Arts\Drama\KS3
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Shared area scheme of work

Project booklet

All resources can be found under: T:\RHS-Depts\Arts & Design Technology\The Creative Arts\Drama\KS3
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Shared area lesson handouts 

Shared area scheme of work

Project booklet

All resources can be found under: T:\RHS-Depts\Arts & Design Technology\The Creative Arts\Drama\KS3

	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic provides students with an introduction to the basic skills and techniques (team work and communication, physical, vocal) required in drama. 

Students will use this topic to gain confidence in and understand the importance of participating positively in a group when creating drama and performing in front of others. 

Students will be encouraged to work with a variety of other students in their class to develop their team working and communication skills.

The skills that students will develop through this topic will give them the foundations to develop their acting skills throughout KS3 and into KS4. 

Exploring professional works and gaining knowledge on the history of silent movies adds context to their drama scenes and helps them evaluate the effectiveness of their own work by comparing the skills they have used to the professional work they have looked at. 

The focus on mime will support students in developing their use of physical skills. This is something that has been identified as an area for development in Year 8 and 9. By adding this focus in Year 7, this should address potential misconceptions and avoid them from developing later in Key Stage 3. 

This unit will also work as an introduction to physical theatre, which students will complete a unit on in Term 2. 

	This topic builds on the physical skills that students have developed during Term 1 and encourages students to consider how they use their physical skills (body language, gestures, facial expressions) to communicate a character. This is an essential skill required by an actor. 

During this unit, students must work together to create a short piece of physical theatre. This will require students to communicate effectively with a variety of students in the class. This will positively impact their team work and communication skills and increase confidence in working with a range of people as part of a team. 

Students will be introduced to practitioners and techniques that they have not explored before such as: 
· Jacques Lecoq - 7 levels of tension 
· Bertolt Brecht – Gestus 
· Forum Theatre 
This will give students the opportunity to be exposed to and explore a variety of theatre forms. 

	This unit introduces students to working with an existing piece of repertoire. Students will use the skills (team work, communication, physical & vocal) and techniques (mime, improvisation) they have started to develop in HT1 & 2 to practically explore and perform scripted extracts. 

Students need to build up confidence in sustaining character and playing roles different from themselves. They also need to retain different drama conventions and be able to apply them to a range of performances, building up their skills and knowledge on what makes an effective performance. 

This scripted unit will be an opportunity to introduce students to how a script is created to help actors and directors interpret it. They will be introduced to a range of conventions and given the opportunity to explore the purpose, creative intention and key features of the play through a range of different scripted and devised tasks.
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