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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template

	Subject: Drama
	
	Year 9
	
	Ability Mixed
	



	Term / Date(s)
	Term 1 
	Term 2 
	Term 3 
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Topic
	Script work: The Exam by Andy Hamilton
	Exploring through Drama: Hillsborough Disaster
	Children’s Theatre
	Blood Brothers (Introduction to Component Two)
	Devising from a stimulus – Current Affairs (Introduction to Component Three)
	Live Theatre Review (Introduction to Component One) 

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	Students will explore contrasting characters from the play and use character development techniques to show their differences.

Students will learn abstract forms of staging and be able to show this practically.


	Students will learn basic devising techniques to create their own piece to be performed to an audience.

Students will explore the Hillsborough disaster through Drama.
	Students will explore skills and techniques used to engage a younger audience by identifying their needs and addressing them in the creative process.

Students will learn how to exaggerate their physical and vocal skills to engage children.

	Students will be able to use character development techniques to create, sustain and perform a character different to themselves using characters and events from Blood Brothers. 
	Students will learn what a stimulus is and how it can be used to inspire and create drama. 

Students will learn basic devising techniques to create their own piece to be performed to an audience. 
	Students will develop their understanding of the performing arts by examining practitioners’ work and the processes used to create performance.

	Components



	Students will be able to identify the key themes from the play The Exam and apply this knowledge to the rehearsal and performance.

Students will be able to identify contrasting characters and be able to show these differences through both physical and vocal skills.

Students will be able to use a range of vocal (pitch, accent, pause, emphasis) and physical skills (gesture, body language, facial expressions) to communicate a character different from themselves to an audience.

Students will be able to explain how status can affect proxemics, levels, body language and voice. 

Students will be able to demonstrate their ability to read and follow stage directions through rehearsing and performing to an audience.

Students will be introduced to split-stage and how this can enhance the performance style. They will be able to confidently apply this skill to their scenes. 

Students will be able to reflect on their acting skills and their use of team work through self and peer evaluation. They will demonstrate this verbally and through written work.



	Students will be able to explain what devising is and give examples of the techniques an actor might use to start devising a piece of theatre. For example: hot-seating, mind mapping, freeze frames, role on the wall.

Students will explore the Hillsborough disaster in an artistic form, focusing on power, status and empathy.

Students will learn to use their bodies and each other to create powerful stories/messages for their audience. 

Students will be encouraged to think creatively to develop their ideas for a performance and apply their skills and techniques to communicate their creative intentions to an audience.

Students will continue to develop their physical and vocal skills through performing and responding to feedback.

Students will be able to reflect on their use of team work and communication, vocal and physical skills and the effectiveness of these within practical work through self and peer evaluation. They will demonstrate this verbally and through written work.

Students will devise a range of role plays from different characters perspective on the Hillsborough disaster and show how it impacted them.

Students will be introduced to stylized movement and how it can be used as an abstract transitions between freeze frames.
	Students will be able to devise a performance for a specific target audience.

Students will be able to explain what Children’s theatre is and identify key techniques used to engage a younger audience.

Students will be able to explain the following techniques and apply these to their work:
· Exaggeration
· Narration
· Breaking the fourth wall

Students will be able to identify the needs of the audience and address them in the creative process.

Students will learn to think creatively and imaginatively and how to develop their ideas for a performance and apply their skills and techniques to communicate their creative intentions to an audience.

Students will be able to reflect on their acting skills and their use of team work through self and peer evaluation. They will demonstrate this verbally and through written work.

Students will continue developing their physical skills and vocal skills to show their character but with the importance of exaggerating these to skills to engage children. 

Students will develop their abilities to utilise vital storytelling techniques to convey a story to a specific audience.




	Students will be able to recall key events, characters and themes from the play Blood Brothers and apply this knowledge to the rehearsal and performance of extracts from the play. 

Students will be able to identify stereotypes in characters and be able to perform a stereotypical, exaggerated character to an audience to support them in creating and sustaining a character different from themselves.

Students will develop their physical (body language, gestures, facial expressions) and vocal (accent, projection, pitch) skills to perform and sustain a character different to themselves. 

Students will be able to demonstrate their ability to read and follow stage directions through rehearsing and performing to an audience.

Students will be able to apply these skills and techniques in rehearsal of extracts from Blood Brothers. 
 

Students will use Stanislavski’s ‘given circumstances’ to consider how their character would act and react in a scene. This will make their character more believable to an audience.

Students will learn about Bertolt Brecht and Epic Theatre and how the techniques of this practitioner and performance style are used in Blood Brothers. 

Students will be able to reflect on their use of team work and communication, vocal and physical skills and the effectiveness of these within practical work through self and peer evaluation. They will demonstrate this verbally and through written work.
	Students will be able to explain what a stimulus is and give examples of this including: a song, poem, photo, news report, script, novel.

Students will be able to explain what devising is and give examples of the techniques an actor might use to start devising a piece of theatre. For example: mind mapping, freeze frames, writing in role, hot seating.

Students will be introduced to a variety of stimulus with a focus on current affairs. The stimulus may relate to social, historical and political issues such as:
· ‘Black Lives Matter’
· LGBTQ+ rights
· Women’s rights 
· News reports of current affairs affecting society while the unit of work is taking place

Students will use these stimuli to explore basic techniques actors use to devise theatre and to create a bank of ideas they could use to devise their own piece. 

Students will learn about techniques used by practitioners such as Bertolt Brecht and Stanislavski and use their techniques in their own devised piece. 

Students will explore the performance styles of Naturalism, Epic Theatre and Verbatim and use these styles to influence their own devised piece.

Students will learn to think creatively and imaginatively and how to develop their ideas for a performance and apply their skills and techniques to communicate their creative intentions to an audience.
	Students will understand the requirements of being a performer and designer (costume, set, lighting) by watching and analysing a recording of a live production. 

This production might be:
· Shrek The Musical 
· Everybody’s Talking About Jamie 
· A Shakespeare play (The Globe Theatre)
· National Theatre productions through Drama Online (various Shakespeare plays, Peter Pan, Wonder.land, Frankenstein, Treasure Island)

Students will look at elements such as roles, responsibilities and the application of relevant skills and techniques. Students will observe existing repertoire (a live production with a paying audience) and learn approaches of practitioners (actors, director, designers), and how they create and influence performance material. 

Students will understand how actors, directors and designers work and the processes and practices that contribute to creating the live production they have analysed.  

Students will understand the process an actor might use to research and rehearse a character to perform the character to an audience.

Students will understand and analyse how the director has interpreted the stimulus (play script or initial idea) to bring the play from page to stage and communicate their creative intention with an audience.

Students will understand and analyse how a costume designer interprets the play to create costumes that are appropriate for the character and how these costumes convey meaning to an audience.

Students will understand and analyse how the set designer interprets the play to create the set and stage and what impact this has on the audience. 

Students will understand and analyse how the lighting designer interprets the play. What lighting is used for and how it communicates meaning to an audience and what the impact is of this. 

Students will learn to write WHAT HOW WHY paragraphs relating to existing performance repertoire. 

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Students will have experience in rehearsing and performing script extracts from studying Frankenstein, War Horse and Peter Pan Goes Wrong in previous topics.

Students will have increased confidence in working as a team and in small groups to create a short performance from the schemes of work completed in Year 7 and 8. 

Students have developed their ability to interpret stage directions through exploring scripts in Year 7 and 8.  

Students will have experience in reading out loud and talking in front of others. 

Students will have experience in performing in front of others and in being a good audience. 

Students will have experience and will have developed confidence in presenting their performance work to others through the performance work they have taken part in during Year 7 and 8.

	Students will have had many opportunities throughout Year 7 and 8 to create short scenes in drama.

Students will have become confident working in small groups or pairs and performing to an audience from previous schemes of work. 

Students will understand social and political issues from other school subjects such as Personal Development, History, Geography and English. 

Students will have become confident in sharing their ideas to others to work together to create a devised performance.

Students will be aware of some basic devising techniques from their study of Rachel’s Story in Year 8.



	Students will have prior knowledge of physical skills and vocal skills used to create a character.

Students will have become confident in working in pairs and small groups.

Students will have experience performing in front of an audience and respecting the work of others.

Students will have some experience using direct address to engage an audience. 

Students will be familiar with creating successful freeze frames using physical skills.

Students will have experience sharing ideas in small groups.

Students will have experience in reading out loud and talking in front of others.
	Prior knowledge of Blood Brothers through studying it as a text in English in Year 8. Students apply their knowledge of the plot, characters and themes to creating a character different from themselves. 

Students will have increased confidence in working as a team and in small groups to create a short performance from the schemes of work completed in Year 7 and 8. 

Students have developed their ability to interpret stage directions through exploring scripts in Year 7 and 8.  

Students will have experience in reading out loud and talking in front of others. 

Students will have experience in performing in front of others and in being a good audience. 

Students will have experience and will have developed confidence in presenting their performance work to others through the performance work they have taken part in during Year 7 and 8. 


	Students will have experience in using a variety of the devising techniques that they will be introduced to in this unit from other units in drama and also other school subjects. For example: freeze frames and using mind maps. 

Students will be familiar with the practitioner Stanislavski and his methods from their study of naturalism in Term 1 of Year 8. 

Students will be familiar with the practitioner Brecht and his methods from their study of Epic Theatre in Term 1 of Year 9.

Students will have had many opportunities throughout Year 7 and 8 to create improvised scenes in drama. 

Students will have become confident in working in pairs and smalls groups and performing to an audience from previous schemes of work. 

Students will have experience in reading out loud and talking in front of others. 

Students will understand social and political issues from other school subjects such as ERIC, history, geography and English. 

Some students may understand some of the current affairs used as stimulus from hearing the news, reading articles. 

Students will have experience in performing in front of others and in being a good audience. 

Students will have experience and will have developed confidence in presenting their performance work to others through the performance work they have taken part in during Year 7 and 8 and the first term of Year 9. 

	Students know basic skills and techniques that an actor uses to prepare and create a character. 

Students have some understanding of how to design their own sets and costumes for a character they have created and from script extracts. 

Students have some experience in directing each other in creating short performance scenes. 

Students are able to evaluate the effectiveness of a piece of theatre on an audience from being an audience themselves in drama and from providing constructive feedback to their peers. 

Students are able to interpret stage directions and play scripts from their study of scripts in previous drama units (Frankenstein The Play and Blood Brothers). 

Students are able to analyse the effect of a play on an audience from their study of play texts in English (Dracula, Blood Brothers, An Inspector Calls, Shakespeare plays). 

Students will know the basic skills required of an actor and an actor’s responsibility in a play. 

Ability to complete extended writing in a WHAT HOW WHY paragraph style. 

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	The ability to work with other students in a group to perform a variety of short scenes, using scripts and existing work as a stimulus. 

Confidence in working practically in small groups and performing in front of other students in the class. 

To be able to evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Confidence in using physical and vocal skills to perform a character different from themselves.

	The ability to work with other students in a group to make, perform and respond to drama.

Confidence working practically in small groups and performing in front of other students in the class.

The ability to think creatively and imaginatively. To be able to evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

To develop group skills such as respect, listening to others, collaboration, sharing ideas, cooperation and focus. 

To be able to explore the feelings of others with sensitivity and empathy.
	To develop group skills such as respect, listening to others, collaboration, sharing ideas, cooperation and focus.

The ability to provide feedback to others and respond to their own feedback.

The ability to think creatively and imaginatively.

Confidence in performing in front of other students in the class.




	The ability to work with other students in a group to perform a variety of short scenes, using scripts and existing work as a stimulus. 

Confidence in working practically in small groups and performing in front of other students in the class. 

To be able to evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Confidence in using physical and vocal skills to perform a character different from themselves. 
	The ability to work with other students in a group to perform a variety of short scenes, using scripts and existing work as a stimulus. 

Confidence in working practically in small groups and performing in front of other students in the class. 

The ability to think creatively and imaginatively. 

The ability to reflect critically on their work and the work of others, identify how this work could be improved and be able to articulate this verbally and through written work. 

Knowledge of social, political and historical issues that have affected/are affecting the world we live in. 
	Knowledge of job roles involved in the creative industry such as: actor, director, designer. Knowledge of what skills and responsibilities are involved in being successful in these job roles. 

The ability to think critically and analytically will support students in taking ownership of and independence of their own learning and the steps to take to improve their work. 

The ability to think critically and analytically and to communicate this through extended writing. 

Broader understanding of ‘drama’ and the creative industries and what they involve. For example: job roles, performance styles, live theatre. 

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	· Character 
· Contrast 
· Form 
· Split stage 
· Proxemics 
· Movement 
· Body language 
· Voice (all components) 
· Gesture 
· Levels 
· Staging
· 
	· Empathy
· Respect
· Freeze frames
· Stimulus
· Devising 
· Explorative
· Transition
· Role on the wall
· Stylized movement
· Abstract
· Flash-forward
· Flash-back
· Direct address
· Thought track
· Split staging
· Role play
	· Exaggeration
· Children’s Theatre
· Audience
· Freeze frames
· Physical skills
· Performance style
· Breaking the fourth wall
· Direct address
· Storytelling
· Narration
· Rehearsal

	· Willy Russell
· Blood Brothers
· Characterisation 
· Stage directions 
· Context 
· Themes 
· Social class 
· Stereotypes 
· Script
· Extract 
· Key events 
· Scenes 
· Acts 
· Narration 
· Brecht
· Epic Theatre 
	· Devising 
· Stimulus
· Stanislavski 
· Brecht 
· Context 
· Social 
· Political 
· Historical
· Themes 
· Stanislavski
· Brecht
· Verbatim
· Epic Theatre
· Naturalism 
· Hot seating 
· Freeze frames  
	· Repertoire (live performance work with a paying audience) 
· Practitioners (actor, director, designer) 
· Actor 
· Director 
· Designer 
· Stimulus 
· Page to stage 
· Roles 
· Responsibilities 
· Skills 
· Impact 
· Critical 
· Analytical 
· Live theatre 
· Review  

	Assessment activities



	Summative Assessment: End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.

	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.

	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.

	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet. 
	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.
	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.

	Resources available



	Shared area lesson plans (PowerPoint)

Shared area lesson handouts

Shared area scheme of work


	Shared area lesson plans (PowerPoint)

Shared area lesson handouts

Shared area scheme of work


	Shared area lesson plans (PowerPoint)

Shared area lesson handouts

Shared area scheme of work

YouTube clips for demonstrations of techniques.
	Shared area lesson plans (PowerPoint)

Shared area lesson handouts 

Shared area scheme of work

Project booklet

All resources can be found under: T:\RHS-Depts\Arts & Design Technology\The Creative Arts\Drama\KS3
	Shared area lesson plans (PowerPoint)

Shared area lesson handouts 

Shared area scheme of work

Project booklet

All resources can be found under: T:\RHS-Depts\Arts & Design Technology\The Creative Arts\Drama\KS3
	Shared area lesson plans (PowerPoint)

Shared area lesson handouts 

Shared area scheme of work

Project booklet

All resources can be found under: T:\RHS-Depts\Arts & Design Technology\The Creative Arts\Drama\KS3

	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This unit of work explores relevant and relatable themes for Year 9 students. For example, relationships, mental health and exam pressure.

Students are reintroduced to the basic physical, vocal and team work skills required in drama. This will enable them to access the other units completed in Year 9.  

This scheme will enhance students ability to perform contrasting characters using character development strategies such as hot-seating and character profiles.

Students are encouraged to work with a variety of other students in their class to develop their team working and communication skills further.

It is important for students to know what social and political issues affect the world we live in, whether these are historical or current. This unit of work has a direct link to ERIC and will give students the opportunity to explore these issues and express themselves in a practical way.

Students will be introduced to abstract forms of staging which can enhance their development in future topics in Drama. 

	This unit of work explores a sensitive topic practically to allow students to emphasise with the subject matter.


Students are encouraged to work with a variety of other students in their class to develop their teamworking and communication skills further.

Students are developing their confidence by performing their work to an audience and receiving teacher feedback and from other peers. 

Students are reintroduced to physical and vocal techniques which will further develop their acting ability. 

Students have had the opportunity in drama to improves and devise their own scenes throughout Year 7 and 8. However, this stimuli focuses on students empathising with real people.

It is important for students to know what social and political issues affect the world we live in, whether these are historical or current. This unit of work has a direct link to ERIC and will give students the opportunity to explore these issues and express themselves in a practical way. 

Students will be introduced to Verbatim theatre and the impact it can have using spoken words of real people within a performance.

This unit is an opportunity for Year 9 students to think independently about their views on the world and how to communicate this in a creative, imaginative and practical way.


	The aim of this scheme of learning is to develop students’ abilities to utilise vital storytelling, performance and narration skills in order to create a sustained piece of drama.

Students have experience devising theatre from a stimulus. This scheme encourages students to devise a performance for a specific audience, using a specific style and utilising techniques to engage their target audience.

This unit requires students to communicate effectively with a variety of students in the class. This will positively impact their team work and communication skills and increase confidence in working with a range of people as part of a team.

Students will be introduced to the technique ‘exaggeration’ and how it can be used to engage children.

Students will build on techniques learnt in previous schemes of learning (freeze frames, direct address, physical and vocal skills) with the purpose of engaging children.

Students will be introduced to breaking the fourth wall and how it can be used to make the audience feel apart of the performance.

Students will explore professional works of Children’s theatre and gain knowledge on the techniques used.

This unit links to term 5: Devising from a stimulus – Current Affairs (Introduction to Component Three). 

	This unit of work is an introduction to Component Two of the BTEC Technical Award in Performing Arts. The purpose of Component Two is for ‘learners [to] develop their performing arts skills and techniques through the reproduction of acting, dance and/or musical theatre repertoire as performers or designers.’ The completion of this unit will prepare students for the requirements of this component at KS4. 

Blood Brothers is a very well known, popular text which students of all backgrounds engage with positively. At Royds Hall, Blood Brothers is studied as a text in English in Year 8. Students use their existing knowledge of the play to access the text in a practical setting. As students have prior knowledge of the characters, themes and plot, they are able to dive into the play and explore key events and extracts at a deeper and more meaningful level. 
 
Students are reintroduced to the basic physical, vocal and team work skills required in drama. This will enable them to access the other units completed in Year 9.  

Students are encouraged to work with a variety of other students in their class to develop their team working and communication skills further. 

Exploring professional works and gaining knowledge on the social and historical context of Blood Brothers adds depth to their drama scenes and helps them evaluate the effectiveness of their performed characters by applying Stanislavski’s ‘given circumstances’ to their interpretation of the character. 

	This unit of work is an introduction to Component Three of the BTEC Technical Award in Performing Arts, which makes up 40% of the qualification. To access this component, students require the knowledge of basic skills and techniques that can be used to devise from a given stimulus. Students must have the knowledge of what devising means and what a stimulus is to access this component. 

Students have previously had the opportunity in drama to improvise and devise their own short scenes. However, this is not something that they have had experience of doing as a full component, focusing on a variety of stimuli. 

This unit of work, brings together the learning that Year 9 have done across the whole of Key Stage 3. Students will revisit practitioners and themes that they have previously explored and apply this knowledge to new given stimulus. 

It is important for students to know what social and political issues affect the world we live in, whether these are historical or current. This unit of work has a direct link to ERIC and will give students the opportunity to explore these issues and express themselves in a practical way. 

This unit is an opportunity for Year 9 students to take ownership of their learning and think independently about their views on the world and how to communicate this in a creative, imaginative and practical way. 

This unit of work will be engaging for all students and is taught at a time when Year 9 students are deciding on their GCSE options.
	This unit of work is an introduction to Component One of the BTEC Technical Award in Performing Arts. This unit will introduce students to the theory side of the BTEC course and the writing style required to be successful in this component at Key Stage 4. 

To develop as a performer and/or designer, students need a broad understanding of performance work and influences. They will watch a full recording of live performance work and analyse the roles and responsibilities of various job roles that are required to take a piece of theatre from page to stage. 

This unit of work has a direct careers link and students are introduced to a variety of job roles and what skills are required to be successful in them. 

Students are encouraged to think critically and analyse key aspects of the production they watch, including: acting, direction and production elements (lighting, set, sound, costume). This will prepare students for the requirements of Component One. 
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