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Curriculum Planning Template

	Subject: Drama
	
	Year 8
	
	Ability Mixed
	



	Term / Date(s)
	Term 1 
	Term 2 
	Term 3 
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Topic
	Rachel’s Story- Devising
	Slapstick Comedy
	Page to Stage - Our Day Out
	WW1- Naturalistic & Non-Naturalistic Techniques
	Theatre in Education
	Genre

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	The scheme principally develops explorative strategies whilst addressing an issue that will be pertinent to the students at this stage in their lives. Students will develop the ability to interpret on stage action and analyse subtext on more depth.

Students will be encouraged to develop well-rounded characters and have these character encounter each other in sustained role-plays.

Students will apply a range of skills to creating their own short scenes to be performed to an audience.

	Students will learn to watch and respond to live theatre (Peter Pan Goes Wrong by Mischief Theatre) and use this play to explore the technique of ‘Slapstick’.

Students will learn to devise their own short scene using ‘Slapstick’, inspired by ‘Peter Pan Goes Wrong’. 
	Students will learn how to interpret a script.

Students will be able to use character development techniques to create, sustain and perform a character different to themselves using the characters and events from Our Day Out by Willy Russell. 
	Students will learn what the performance style of naturalism is through exploring Stanislavski’s techniques to create their own short scenes. 

Students will learn what the performance style of Epic Theatre is through exploring Brecht’s techniques to create their own short scenes. 

Students will use World War One and the play War Horse as their stimuli for devising their own short scenes. 
	 Students will learn the main elements included in Theatre in Education by studying a range of topics (stranger danger, bullying, burglary). 

Students will learn how TIE is designed to stimulate a reaction and participation from its target audience.

Students will collaboratively plan their own production for a specific target audience.
	Students will explore different genres and learn the elements that are included in each one. 

Students will work in groups to create various performances incorporating a range of techniques to engage an audience.

Students will learn how to give effective feedback to others.

	Components



	Students will be able to explain what devising is and give examples of the techniques an actor might use to start devising a piece of theatre. For example: mind mapping, freeze frames, writing in role, hot seating.

Students will be able to apply techniques to enhance their abstract theatre performance. Such as:
· Thought-tracking
· Direct address
· Marking the moment
· Freeze frames

Students will develop their understanding of creating believable characters using physical and vocal skills.
Students will learn and be able to explain the following vocal skills:
· Pace – speed of speech
· Pitch – low or high
· Tone – qualities of speech – harsh/gentle etc
· Volume – loudness of speech

Students will know what non-verbal communication (NVC) is and be able to give examples.

Students will know what proxemics is and be able to use proxemics in their own short scenes to show the relationship of characters with one another.


	Students will know what slapstick is and be able to explain it and give examples in their own words. 

Students will be able to watch live theatre and respond to it critically, commenting on why certain artistic choices have been made and their impact on an audience. 

Students will be able to explain what interrupted dialogue is and use this technique in their own short scenes to perform to an audience. 

Students will be able to apply slapstick techniques to their own short scenes to be performed to an audience. 

Students will develop their ability to interpret a script and stage directions to rehearse and perform their own short scenes to an audience. 

Students will use improvisation skills to create their own short scenes using the techniques they have learned in this unit and will be able to rehearse and perform to an audience. 


	Students will know key events, characters and themes from the play Our Day Out and apply this knowledge to the rehearsal and performance of extracts from the play.

Students will develop their physical and vocal skills to perform and sustain a character different from themselves.

Students will be able to demonstrate their ability to read and follow stage directions through rehearsing and performing to an audience. 

Students will be able to reflect on their use of team work and communication, physical and vocal skills and the effectiveness of these within practical work through self and peer evaluations.

Students will understand how social, political and cultural influences have influenced the play.

Students will be able discover a character back story through hot-seating. 

Students will understand how to use cross cutting effectively to juxtapose two scenes. 
	Students will know who Stanislavski is and be able to recall and apply some of his techniques to their own performances. Such as: 
· Method acting 
· ‘Magic if’
· Given Circumstances
· Writing in role 

Students will know who Brecht is and be able to recall and apply some of his techniques to their own performances. Such as:
· Narration 
· Direct address
· Multi-role 
· Split scene
· Placards

Students will know what the performance style of naturalism is and be able to explain this in their own words. 

Students will know what the performance style of Epic Theatre is and be able to explain this in their own words. 

Students will learn the technique of creating a slow-motion scene using freeze frames.

Students will learn to apply naturalistic techniques to a script extract. 

Students will learn to use ‘given circumstances’ to ‘get into’ and develop a character different from themselves and communicate the character to an audience. 
	Students will be able to explain the main elements of TIE and be able to apply these to their own work.

Students will be able to devise a performance for a specific target audience.

Students will use a range of techniques in their work to engage their audience. Such as:
· Narration
· Freeze frames
· Direct address

Students will be able to articulate the purpose of their performances.

Students will learn to think creatively to develop their ideas for a performance.

Students will be able to reflect on their acting skills through self and peer evaluation. They will demonstrate this verbally and through written work.

Students will understand the purpose of character development.

Students will continue to develop their physical and vocal skills to create a character different from themselves.
	Students will understand what ‘genre’ is and will explore a range of genres practically.

Students will be able to explain the elements needed to create a performance in a range of genres.

Students will understand the purpose of the technique ‘direct address’ and be able to perform this practically. 

Students will learn to think creatively to develop their ideas for a performance.

Students will continue to develop their physical and vocal skills to create a character different from themselves.

Students will be able to reflect on their acting skills through self-evaluations.

Students will learn how to give effective feedback to others.

Students will learn to consider their characters personality and feelings to ensure they are portraying their character effectively.

Students will be able to use a range of skills used to create/plan a performance. 

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Students will have some knowledge of how to apply non-verbal communication (NVC) from their study of mime in Term 1 of Year 7. 

Students will have some knowledge of how to apply vocal skills from their drama lessons in Year 7. 

Students will have some knowledge of how to use physical skills to communicate meaning to an audience, from their study of physical theatre in Term 3 of Year 7. 

Students will have completed some improvised scenes throughout Year 7 drama lessons. 

Students will have experience in working in a practical setting (drama studio). 

Students will have experience in working with a variety of students in a practical way. 

Students will have experience in presenting in front of other students.
	Students will have some knowledge of slapstick from studying mime in Term 1 of Year 7.

Students will have some knowledge of job roles in theatre such as set, lighting and costume design from their study of Frankenstein The Play in Term 3 of Year 7. 

Students will have experience in rehearsing and performing script extracts from studying Frankenstein The Play and War Horse in previous topics. 

Many students will have heard of and/or know the plot of ‘Peter Pan’. 

Students will know how to use physical skills to communicate meaning to an audience from the Physical Theatre unit in Term 2 of Year 7. 

Students will know how to use proxemics to communicate characters’ relationships with one another. 

Students will know how to use vocal skills to communicate meaning to an audience. 

Students will know how to interpret a script and stage directions. 

Students will know how to use improvisation to create short scenes. 
	Students will have some experience working with scripts from Term 3 in Year 7. 

Students will have developed their confidence in performing in front of a small audience. 

Students will have experience in giving basic feedback to others.

Students will understand the key physical and vocal skills used to create a character.

Students will have gained experience working in small groups to create theatre.

Students have developed their ability to interpret stage directions during Year 7 Term 1.

Students will have experience in reading out loud and talking in front of others.
	Students will have some knowledge of WW1 from KS2 and also through ERIC lessons surrounding Remembrance Day.


Students will understand WW1 and the Russian Revolution from studying Animal Farm in English during Term 1. 

Students will understand what propaganda is and how it was used during WW1 from studying Animal Farm in English during Term 1. 

Students will have experience and increased confidence in working in small groups to create short scenes to perform to an audience. 

Students will have used some of Stanislavski’s and Brecht’s techniques in Year 7. 

Students will have developed vocal, NVC, physical, improvisation and multi-role skills in drama during Term 1. 



	Students will have experience and increased confidence in working in small groups to create short scenes to perform to an audience. 

Students will have developed their understanding of physical and vocal skills in Year 7 and the beginning of Year 8. 

Students know some of techniques used to engage an audience.

Students have experience presenting in front of others.
Students know how to give verbal feedback effectively.

Students will have completed some improvised scenes in other topics.

Students have completed other devised topics throughout Year 7 and Year 8.
	 Students will have experience and increased confidence in working in small groups to create short scenes to perform to an audience. 

Students will have developed their understanding of physical and vocal skills in Year 7 and beginning of Year 8.

Students may have some knowledge on genres from English lessons.

Students have experience presenting/performing in front of others.

Students will have experience giving basic feedback to others.

Students will have experience in working with a variety of students in a practical way. 

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Developing group skills (respect and listening to others, participating actively in ‘communal’ activities) by working within designated groups (teacher-chosen), developing abilities to question others (hot-seating), and developing empathy skills through portrayal of various characters.

Proxemics will provide students with spatial awareness skills that are vital in a variety of careers. 

NVC will provide students with the ability to read one another’s body language and to understand how others are feeling. 

Vocal skills are essential in a variety of careers. 

The ability to improvise and ‘think on their feet’. 

Students will be encouraged to think critically and to set personal targets through a ‘skills audit’. This skill is essential for students to become active learners and to take ownership and accountability for their learning.

	Knowledge of job roles and responsibilities in the creative industry. 

Increased confidence in reading out loud and in front of others. 

The ability to think creatively and imaginatively.

Ability to challenge and critique own work and the work of others.
	The ability to work with other students in a group to perform a variety of short scenes, using scripts and existing work as a stimulus. 

Confidence in working practically in small groups and performing in front of other students in the class. 

To be able to evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Confidence in using physical and vocal skills to perform a character different from themselves.
	Contextual knowledge of WW1 and propaganda and how it affected world history. 

Ability to challenge and critique the work of practitioners and explain its effectiveness and impact on an audience. 

Confidence in presenting to an audience of peers. 

Ability to communicate and share their own ideas within a group. 




	The ability to work with other students in a group to make, perform and respond to drama. 

The ability to think creatively and imaginatively.

Confidence in working practically in small groups and performing in front of others.

To develop group skills such as respect, listening to others, collaboration, sharing ideas, cooperation and focus.


Ability to think critically and to evaluate their own work and the work of others (peers & practitioners).
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	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	· Thought-track 
· Dramatic potential
· Interpretation 
· Proxemics
· Non-verbal communication (NVC)
· Vocal skills
· Physical skills
· Hot-seating
· Subtext
· Context
· Devising
· Responding
· Marking the moment
Intention 
	· Mischief Theatre 
· Live theatre 
· Slapstick 
· Physical skills 
· Proxemics 
· Set design 
· Lighting design 
· Costume design 
· Characterisation 
· Comedy 
· Dialogue
Script
	· Character
· Juxtapose
· Cross cutting
· Hot seating
· Stage directions
· Themes
· Realistic
· Roll on the wall
· Physical skills
· Vocal skills
	· Stanislavski
· Brecht 
· Naturalism 
· Epic Theatre
· World War One 
· Propaganda 
· Freeze frames 
· Split scene 
· Narration 
· Direct address
· Multi-role 
· Placards
· Method acting
· ‘Magic If’
· Given circumstances
· Writing in role 
Slow motion 
	·  Theatre in Education
· Physical skills
· Vocal skills
· Purpose 
· Target audience
· Direct address
· Freeze frames
· Narration
· Forum theatre
· Evaluate
Rehearsal
Collaboration

	· Genre
· Style
· Horror
· Soap opera
· Character
· Exaggerate
· Storyline
· Plot
· Game show
· News report
· Physical skills
· Vocal skills
· Elements

	Assessment activities



	Summative Assessment: 
End of unit practical assessment with verbal feedback provided in lesson and written feedback provided by teacher in the form of WWW/EBI next steps provided on feedback sheet.

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher observations and verbal feedback of student performances. 
 
Regular check-ins of students’ knowledge of basic skills and techniques through Do Now tasks and plenary activities.

Students will complete all written tasks in a project booklet. Students will improve work using purple pen and receive written feedback from the teacher through termly assessments and flash marking.

Peer feedback provided verbally and through written comments in project booklets.

Students to complete a termly self-assessment in the form of ticking the success criteria and giving themselves a target to focus on during their assessment. This will be done on the top of the feedback sheet.
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	Resources available
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	Why this topic is important…

	This unit of work will develop students' explorative strategies whilst addressing an issue that will be pertinent to the students at this stage in their lives. Students will develop empathy skills through portrayal of various characters by considering the life of others and the problems they may face. 

Students will also be introduced to skills that they have only explored briefly, such as proxemics (blocking), improvisation and multi-role. Introducing these skills at the beginning of Year 8 will enable students to access later units of work in KS3 and KS4 as they will be expected to apply these skills in later units.

The skills that will be covered in this unit are essential for an actor to be able to successful convey and communicate a character with an audience.

It is important for students to know what social and political issues affect the world we live in, whether these are historical or current. This unit of work has a direct link to Personal Development and will give students the opportunity to explore these issues and express themselves in a practical way. 

This unit is an opportunity for Year 8 students to take ownership of their learning and think independently about their views on the world and how to communicate this in a creative, imaginative and practical way.

	To develop as a performer and/or designer, students need a broad understanding of performance work and influences. This will be the first opportunity students will have had to watch a live recording of a full professional production. They will watch a full recording of live performance work and use this as a model and inspiration for their own short scenes to be performed to an audience. 

This unit will allow students to apply the skills and techniques they have developed in Term 1 of Year 8, to a variety of extracts from ‘Peter Pan Goes Wrong’. This will show students the bigger picture of how the skills and techniques they have learned and developed in Year 8 can make their performances successful and entertaining for an audience. 
	Our Day out is a well-known play that focuses on the lack of education and opportunities for young people in the inner city. Students will perform a variety of extracts from the play to explore this theme. Exploring professional works and gaining knowledge on the social and historical context of Our Day Out adds depth to their drama scenes and helps them evaluate the effectiveness of their characters.

Students are encouraged to work with a variety of other students in their class to develop their team working and communication skills further.


	Students will be introduced to theatre practitioners Stanislavski and Brecht. These are two of the most influential practitioners on modern theatre. Students will use techniques of these practitioners throughout the rest of Key Stage 3 and throughout the BTEC Technical Award in Performing Arts. 

Students need to have an awareness and understanding of naturalism as a basis for accessing other theatre styles. Stanislavski was the most influential practitioner of this style and the techniques he invented will support students in creating their own work in this style. 

Stanislavski’s techniques of naturalism are key to supporting students in creating and developing a character different from themselves. This is a fundamental skill required in drama. 

Students will be introduced to Brecht as a practitioner that disagreed with Stanislavski and his methods. This will broaden students’ knowledge of performance styles and encourage them to challenge and critique naturalism. 
	 This unit of work will develop students’ abilities to plan their own production for a specific target audience.

Students will be introduced to explorative approaches to creating drama including character development. This encourages students to be creative and have accountability for their own project.

It is important for students to know what social and political issues affect the world we live in, whether these are historical or current. This unit of work has a direct link to Personal Development and will give students the opportunity to explore these issues and express themselves in a practical way. 

Students will be encouraged to articulate their creative intentions focusing on the purpose of the performance. This promotes oracy within the classroom and creative thinking.
	Students will be introduced to different genres and learn a range of elements included in each genre. They will be able to practically use these elements in their own devised performance. 

It is important for students to know what social and political issues affect the world we live in, whether these are historical or current. In this unit students will explore this when focusing on the genre ‘news report’. This links to Personal Development and will give students the opportunity to explore these issues and express themselves in a practical way. 


Students will have already learnt physical and vocal skills to create a character but during this topic they will be given more opportunities to create a variety of characters.

Students will have experience giving feedback to others. This topic focuses on ensuring students are giving effective feedback by focusing on the why and how they have used a particular skill. 
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