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Curriculum Planning Religious studies.

	Subject:
	RS in Personal Development
	Year
	9
	Ability 
	All



	Year 
	Unit 1 – Is there life after death? 
	Unit 2 – Can a religious person forgive?  

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	Students will learn 
	Students will learn

	Components



	· Students will look at the concept of life after death from the 6 major world religions
· Students will also look at how the dead are treated and how this reflects the belief on life after death 

For Buddhism they will know: 
· In other religions, people follow a way of life that they believe will lead them to GOD. Buddhists follow a way of life that trains their minds and leads them to Nirvana.
· Nirvana is NOT a place. It is a way of describing a mind which is happy and at peace, you get here by following the eightfold path.
· Nirvana is the ULTIMATE GOAL for a Buddhist, but it is incredibly hard to reach.
· Most humans are stuck in the cycle of samsara (birth and death)
· Buddhist’s believe in karma – the idea that every action has a consequence.
· Good actions lead to a build-up of positive karma that will affect each rebirth in the wheel of samsara
· The body must be completely cold until it can be washed and prepared for burial or cremation. The deceased should not be dressed in fancy clothes, but rather in the everyday clothes that he or she would normally wear.
· In Tibet, a Buddhist country, it is traditional to have a sky burial, also sometimes called a bird burial. In this practise, the corpse is taken to a traditional location, the body is cut into smaller pieces, then it is left for vultures who consume the body.
For Islam students will know:
· Akhirah is Islamic belief in life after death.
· All Muslims accept that death is not the end and that there is an afterlife which is made possible by the grace and power of Allah. The belief in afterlife if one of the six articles of faith in Sunni tradition and one of the five roots in the Shi’a tradition.  
· Barzakh – stage of waiting in the grave for the day of Judgment
· Munkar and Nakir – angels who question you in the grave and depending on how these questions are answered, the soul’s time will either be pleasant 
· or very unpleasant
· Angel Israfi’l blow the trumpet to end life on earth and begin judgement
· Two angels, Al-Kiram and Al-Katibun will open a book which contains the record (deeds) of what a person has done in their life.
· If good deeds outweigh bad deeds people will go to heaven; if bad deeds outweigh good deeds people will go to hell.
· Students will look at Islamic funeral customs and compare how these are similar or different to Buddhist funeral customs 
For Christianity students will know: 
· Heaven: a state of eternal happiness in the presence of God; the place of eternal peace ruled over by God.
· Hell: the place of eternal suffering or the state of being without God.
· Purgatory: the intermediate state where the soul is cleansed in order to enter heaven. Catholic belief. 
· Satan: name for the Devil – the power and source of evil. 
· It says in the Bible that you must believe in God and Jesus to enter Heaven.
· For Christians, a funeral service is a way of saying ‘thank-you’ to God for the dead person and to celebrate their life, as well as saying goodbye.
· It is common for people to wear dark colours to funerals as a sign of their sadness. Sometimes Christians ask people to wear bright colours, to show that even though they are sad, they are happy that their loved one is now in heaven.
· During the service the Bible is read, Hymns are sung and like the Bible passages that are read, the songs often talk about the hope that people will live with God in heaven after they die.
· Flowers are a traditional part of funeral services and are sent as a tribute to the person who has died. But they also represent new life and the beauty of the world. It helps Christians remember that God has promised a beautiful new life to his people after death.
· Candles are sometimes lit to remind people that Jesus is the Light of the World, and that because of his death people can know God’s peace and forgiveness and go to heaven.
For Hinduism students will know: 
· Much like Buddhists, Hindu’s believe in Samsara
· Unlike Buddhism, Hindus believe in God and believe escaping samsara leads to Moksha. 
· Moksha is - The end of the cycle of samsara. This happens when the atman is totally pure and not affected by anything on earth.  The atman begins and ends with Brahman (God)
· Preparing the body: The body is washed by family members. Mantras (prayers) are recited and the body is shrouded in a white sheet 
· Viewing the body: The body is displayed in a casket. Rice balls are placed near the casket
· Cremating the body: The casket is carried on a stretcher to the cremation site (River Ganges). It is placed on a pyre and burnt
· Period of mourning: The ashes are dispersed into a river. A mourning period of 13 days begins
· Sati is an ancient Hindu funeral tradition where the widow of the deceased man would burn herself to death on his funeral pyre. This began as a voluntary act that was considered courageous and a display of devotion, but soon became forced. Traditionally, a widow had no role to play in society and was considered a burden. So, if a woman had no surviving children who could support her, she was pressurised to accept sati. The practice is now banned across India, though some widows still take part in the act after their husbands die.
For Sikhism students will know: 
· Much like Buddhists and Hindu’s Sikhs believe in a cycle of life
· Sikhs believe in reincarnation, which means that when a human being dies, their soul is reborn into another body.  Such a rebirth is part of a cycle of being born, dying and being reborn.  The cycle will keep repeating itself until the soul is liberated or freed from this pattern and becomes united with God.
· Sikhs believe that all animals, including human beings, have souls, and at death, the soul changes its form of life into a new stage of its existence.  The goal is to achieve liberation from rebirth.
· The word mukti means ‘liberation’, ‘freedom’, ‘release’ and is also translated sometimes as ‘salvation’.  It is the final goal for Sikhs. This is the point at which the soul rejoins God and becomes reunited with him.  To achieve mukti, a person must rid themselves of all that stands in the way of getting close to God.  This is the negative aspect of mukti.  They can do this by taking charge of their life, and finding the power and strength to withstand dangers or temptations to do wrong and move further away from God.  
· The belief in karma means that for Sikhs, rebirth is not a random event, but something that depends on what they have done previously.  
· Funeral rites include: washing the body and placing it in a white linen sheet, placing the body on a funeral pyre (in India) ashes scattered on running water, saying the prayer that Sikhs say before bed, share in the langar in the Gurdwara. Usually, the Guru Granth Sahib will be read the whole way through in the dead person’s home in the 10 days following their death to comfort the family
For Judaism students will know:
· Judaism does not have any teaching that mentions the body and soul. However they do believe that G-d breathed the souls into Adams body.
· Rabbis teach that the souls leaves the body during sleep and gains refreshment from heaven. The body and soul are eventually reunited at the end of time. They believe they cannot survive without each other.
· At the time when most Jewish scriptures were written some Jews believed that after death everyone went to Sheol. This is described as a dark place where people went and stayed for eternity. The idea of Sheol arises from the belief that Adam and Eve would have lived for ever in the garden of Eden, but when the disobeyed G-d they became mortal. 
· Some people said that the righteous would enter Gan Eden (paradise). While the wicked would go to Gehenna after the last judgement. 
· The belief that life on earth is more important than after can be seen in a number of Jewish traditions. These examples show that Judaism is more concerned with life that what happens after.
· Shiva: Following the funeral the mourners will eat a meal of eggs and bread.  The egg represents new life and the bread is the staff of life. Mourners now start a 7 day period of mourning called Shiva.  Friends and family will come to the home to talk about the person who has died and offer support to the immediate family.  It is traditional to bring food for the mourners. Prayers will be said every morning and evening.
· When Jewish people make a toast they say ‘L’Chaim’ – ’to life’.

	· Students will explore the concept of moral evil and how people choose to commit crimes. 
· Students will then consider religious responses to crime and whether forgiveness is possible.
An introduction to the problem of evil: 
· Suffering -the state of undergoing pain, distress, or hardship.
· Evil - profoundly immoral and wicked (especially when attributed to a supernatural force).
· Moral evil - This is suffering that is caused by human action or inaction i.e. murder, rape, theft etc.
· Natural evil - This refers to natural disasters i.e. famines, floods, earthquakes, volcanoes etc. 
· Humans choose to take the actions they do and so must be held responsible for their behaviour; guns do not fire themselves. ​It is the intentions which ultimately decide whether an action is good or bad. Most people believe that God has given the human race free will and it is up to humans how they use this free will. ​
· For some people the existence of suffering and evil in the world causes problems and contradiction with the idea of the world being made by an omnipotent (all-powerful) and omnibenevolent (all-loving) God. 
If God is omnipotent, why doesn’t He get rid of suffering & evil?
If God is omnibenevolent, why doesn’t He want to get rid of suffering & evil?
Offenders and faith: 
· The UK prison system has a legal requirement to provide ‘faith provision’ for offenders. The prison service is also required to provide – a place of worship/meditation, one day a week to attend this worship, observance of religious festivals, possession of religious artefacts (including incense) and dress, marriage, and many other opportunities for religious expression.
· Prison chaplains are people from the religious community, who visit prisons in order to provide a pastoral role for any religious prisoners who would like it.
· Prison chaplains might: provide a counselling service for the inmate, talk to the prisoner if they are experiencing difficulties or missing their families, pray with the inmate, as they are not able to attend their usual public worship meetings, help the inmate to see a way out of the criminal life and reform themselves, help the prisoner find religion again.
· Many prisoners convert to religion when in prison. Example of “Malcolm X who famously found his faith in Islam while serving time in prison for burglary. Students will consider why this might be the case. 
The death penalty: 
· The death penalty is capital punishment. Where it is used, it is usually reserved for the most extreme offences, usually murder.
· 140 countries have abolished the death penalty. 58 countries retain and use the death penalty. In March 2005, the USA abolished child executions. In the USA, since 1973, over 130 prisoners on death row have been released after their convictions were overturned. Methods of execution worldwide include: firing squad, hanging, lethal injection, stoning, beheading, gas chamber, electric chair and crucifixion.
· Non-religious arguments around the use of the death penalty. For example: It is a deterrent, Legal systems can fail and innocent people can be executed, it brings justice for the victims and their families
· Religious arguments around the use of the death penalty. For example:  “Thou shall not Kill” in the 10 commandments, some Shari’ah ruled countries will use the death penalty for treason or intentional murder
· Looking at the example of Stanley Williams stduens will consider the use of the death penalty. He was found guilty of four murders plus two counts of robbery and was sentenced to death. With his appeals exhausted, Stanley "Tookie" Williams was put to death on Tuesday 13th December 2005. He was 51. 
Forgiveness: 
· Students will consider what the term forgiveness means and what it takes for a person to forgive. 
· They will look at examples of 2 religious mothers who are victims of similar crimes. One is forgiving the perpetrator, and one is not. “Offload the hate and anger, it’s too much weight. Losing my son is already a heavy weight, so I choose to forgive. It helped the healing process.” “I don’t struggle with the issue of forgiveness, I just feel with the circumstance it isn’t appropriate.” 
· Students will then look at what different religions teach around forgiveness:
· Christianity: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught the importance of forgiveness- ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.’ Matthew 5:7 During his crucifixion, Jesus demonstrated how important forgiveness was- ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ Luke 23:35 Jesus forgave a woman committing adultery, when people challenged this Jesus said, “He who is without sin may cast the first stone.” John 8. Showing that no one is without sin and that forgiveness is necessary for all (remember “Do not commit adultery” is a commandment).
· Islam: Islamic teachings about forgiveness are found in verses in the Qur'an, which strongly encourage Muslims to forgive wrongdoing. The term used to forgive people who have done wrong is 'to pardon', just as Allah will forgive people on the Day of Judgement for things which they have done. Muslims believe no person is perfect, and everyone is capable of wrongdoing and deserves forgiveness. “O you who have believed, indeed, among your spouses and your children are enemies to you, so beware of them. But ... if you pardon and overlook and forgive - then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” Qur'an 64:14 “And whatever strikes you of disaster - it is what your hands have earned; but he pardons much.” Qur’an 42:30
· Sikhism: Sikhism is a peaceful religion and does not believe in revenge. A quote which is said in the Guru Granth Sahib says ‘Why blame other people? I have to blame my own actions; as I have acted, so are the fruits’. Another quote is ‘Give up bad actions and only do good ones.’ This is a teaching from the Guru Granth Sahib and it means, if you have do bad in your life start doing good and God will forgive. Another teaching from the Guru Granth Sahib says ‘Forgiveness is fundamentally a moral relation between self and others. Where there is Forgiveness, there is God. This means, if you are forgiven by someone then God exists. It is a moral to forgive someone.
· Buddhism: In Buddhist psychology, forgiveness is understood as a way to end suffering, to bring dignity and harmony to life. “Forgiveness is fundamentally for our own sake, for our own mental health. It is a way to let go of the pain we carry.” This is illustrated by the story of two ex-prisoners of war who meet after many years. When the first one asks, “Have you forgiven your captors yet?” the second man answers, “No, never.” “Well then,” the first man replies, “they still have you in prison.”
· “Holding on to anger is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it at someone else; you are the one who gets burned.”— Buddha “To understand everything is to forgive everything.” — Buddha “Have compassion for all beings, rich and poor alike; each has their suffering. Some suffer too much, others too little.”— Buddha
Religious attitudes towards criminals:
· Non-religious attitudes towards justice: People are rewarded for their labour- without laws modern day society would not operate (people wouldn’t work if they weren’t sure they would be paid for example). The weak are protected from the strong
· Christians are generally against people breaking the laws of their country without just cause. Christianity teaches that people should be treated fairly and that God wants the world to be ruled justly. Many crimes treat people unfairly. Punishments ensure that justice is done. 
· The Prison Fellowship aims to show Christ’s love to prisoners by coming alongside them and supporting them, through prayer and practical care to help, support and develop a Christian ministry to prisoners and their families. Including: Imagine what life could be like outside of prison – support for their children, Reform/change their behaviour and perception on life 
· Students will consider the support given to victims as well (Emotional and practical support, Specific support in certain areas, for example, abuse or rape, Practical tips to keep safe, The rights of a victim, Help for young victims, Help for foreign language speakers) and use their knowledge to respond to the following: Christians should spend more time helping victims than criminals”.



	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	· At Key Stage 2 students should have been introduced to Christianity, Islam and Judaism
· Students have currently studied aspects of all the major world religions and how they are practiced. This unit now build on that by looking at the concept of afterlife, applying the ideas of belief, worship and practice that have already studied.  
	· At Key Stage 2 students should have been introduced to Christianity, Islam and Judaism
· Students have currently studied aspects of all the major world religions and how they are practiced.
· Y9 Unit 1 considers afterlife so would also include punishments for those who choose not to live a good life 


	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	· Buddhism: samsara, nirvana, Karma, sky burial
· Islam: akhirah, Jannah, Jahannam, sirat bridge, Barzakh, Munkar and Nakir 
· Christianity: Heaven, hell, Purgatory, Satan/Devil, hymn
· Hinduism: Samara, Moksha, atman, Brahman, mantras, Sati, reincarnation
· Sikhism: rebirth, soul, mukti, karma
· Judaism: soul, Sheol, paradise, Gehenna, shiva, L’Chaim

	· Moral evil, natural evil, suffering, omnipotent, omnibenevolent, death penalty, capital punishment, deterrent, forgiveness, criminal, pastor

	Assessment activities



	Purple pen of progress to check knowledge, address misconceptions and deepen understanding and knowledge.
Knowledge check at the end of the unit 
	Purple pen of progress to check knowledge, address misconceptions and deepen understanding and knowledge.
Knowledge check at the end of the unit

	Resources available



	BBC Religions: KS3 Religious Studies - BBC Teach 
BBC Teach - YouTube – my life, my religion playlist 
	BBC Religions: KS3 Religious Studies - BBC Teach 
BBC Teach - YouTube – my life, my religion playlist

	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic looks at the way in which a believer chooses to live their life based on what they believe happens next. It allows students to draw comparisons between different religions and the customs they have with funerals and afterlife beliefs. 
	This topic begins to introduce some philosophy in terms of the problem of evil. Its starts to challenge students to question concepts of God and belief. It then uses that and focuses on the aspect of crime and how criminals could/should be treated. It is beginning to help students to apply their religious knowledge which will continue to happen in Y10. 
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