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	Subject:  
	Music
	Year:
	9
	Ability 
	Mixed Ability



	Term / Date(s)
	Half-term 1 
	Half-term 2 
	Half-term 3 
	Half-term 4
	Half Term 5
	Half Term 6

	Topic
	Reggae
	Dance Music
	Jazz and Blues
	Theme and Variations
	Film Music
	Band Skills 3

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	To identify the musical features of Reggae music through listening and to be able to perform some of these features on the classroom instruments.

To understand the cultural and historical context of Reggae music and other genres which influenced Reggae.
	To understand the stylistic features of electronic dance music.

To compose and record a piece of dance music which uses a chord sequence, bassline, riffs and drum pattern.
	To understand how chords and triads are performed, notated, and used in Jazz

To understand, recognise, and perform 7th chords in a number of ways

To perform an effective Jazz improvisation using the Blues scale.

Understand and recognise different types and styles of Jazz and instruments, timbres and sonorities within Jazz music.
	To understand how the Elements of Music can be used and manipulated as a basic form of musical variation to an existing theme or melody.

To perform a musical variation of an existing theme or melody by using and manipulating the elements of music.

To understand variation form as a type of musical form and structure.
	To continue to develop their skills using music technology to record their ideas.

To develop an understanding of the use of leitmotifs and analyse how music can be used to dramatize the action on screen. 

To compose an extract of music for a film clip.
	To develop instrumental skills and working as an ensemble. 

Students will apply their understanding of notation and instrumental skills to perform a cover of their own-choice song.


	Components



	Students will develop their group ensemble skills by performing a Reggae piece in small groups, using classroom instruments, so that they better understand their role as part of an ensemble. By doing this, students will understand and internalise the musical features of Reggae.

Students will learn about the cultural and historical context of Reggae, and begin to understand how styles of music develop into new genres of music.

Students will compare Reggae to other styles of music, identifying the similarities, differences and shared musical features through listening activities.


	Students will begin to understand the stylistic features of electronic dance music and will be able to identify these features through listening activities. This will allow them to compose using these features later in the unit. 

Students will begin to compose different chord sequences, riffs and basslines on the keyboards and notate them using standard notation. Students will then record these ideas into Cubase. This will allow students to understand how notation can be represented in a DAW and allow them to improve their skills in using a DAW to compose music. 

Students will begin understand how to compose their own drum beat on Cubase, which will allow them to write idiomatically for drums in all future compositions. 
	Students will take part in group performances of blues songs or pieces of jazz music showing development and understanding of the skills needed to create such music e.g. 12-bar blues, improvisation using blues scale etc. This will help students to develop their group ensemble skills and internalise important features of jazz and blues music.

Students will begin to recognise, explore, and perform Chords I, IV and V as seventh chords in group performances and arrangements as a form of musical accompaniment, which will allow them to understand and perform more complex chords in future pieces of music.

Students will identify more complex instruments, timbres and sonorities used in jazz and blues music and the formation of a swing/big band. This will help them to understand, recognise, and describe some of the different genres of jazz and blues e.g. Ragtime, Swing, etc. 
	Students will develop their understanding of Theme and Variations as a musical form and structure through listening to examples and performing simple variations on the keyboards. This will help them to understand how variation can be achieved in other pieces of music.

Students will develop their understanding of the musical elements and how they can be changed to vary a piece of music, by using DR SMITH to create several variations of a theme, which will help them produce compositions of a higher quality. 

Students will learn several compositional techniques and use these to vary a theme, which will help them to understand how to add contrast and development to future composition work.
	Students learn to recognise and interpret signs and symbols used in standard notation. In doing so, they can develop their confidence in reading and understanding how to play other pieces of music.

Students perform examples of leitmotifs to understand and internalise musical features such as repetition, triplets etc.

Students learn to analyse examples of leitmotifs to understand why composers have chosen to use certain musical features to portray a character or mood.

Students explore the music of different film composers to understand how different moods can be portrayed through music. 

Students compose an extract of music for one of several film clips. This allows them to apply their existing knowledge of compositional devices with more creative freedom, and to understand the process of recording to a set brief.

	Students continue to build on their instrumental/vocal skills using either keyboard, ukulele, guitar or voice. This gives all students the opportunity and access to a classroom instrument. 

Students learn how to rehearse effectively when working as part of an ensemble. Developing their rehearsal skills teaches students how to problem-solve in music, develop resilience and independence. 

Students work collaboratively with their peers to select an appropriate song, rehearse, and prepare a performance of their choice. This gives them more independence and creative freedom than previous units. 

Students further develop their understanding of musical elements so that they can be used effectively in their cover version e.g. varying texture, changing the structure etc. to add more sophistication and expression to their performance.

Develop rehearsal skills by reflecting on group and individual progress. This allows students to apply their rehearsal skills to a new piece/song and teaches students to be more independent and self-sufficient.

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Basic 5 finger technique and chord positions on the keyboard.

How to read simple Ukulele TAB and chord boxes

An understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation.


	An understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation.

A basic understanding of how to use Cubase to record and sequence music from the previous unit.

Basic five finger technique on the keyboard. 

	Basic five finger technique on the keyboard. 

An understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation.

Basic understanding of reading lead sheets, chord charts and standard notation.

Basic rehearsal skills when working as an ensemble; counting in, working together as a group. 

Ability to read ukulele and guitar TAB and chord diagrams through work in previous units.
	5 finger technique on the keyboard.

An understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation.

A basic understanding of the musical elements (DR SMITH) from previous units.
	5 finger technique on the keyboard.

An understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation.

A secure understanding of how to record and sequence on Cubase.

Some basic compositional features of music, taught in previous units.
	More confident five finger technique, having explored a range of chords in ‘Jazz and Blues’. 

Basic instrumental skills on classroom instruments (ukulele, piano, guitar) in the Pop Music unit. 

Basic understanding of reading lead sheets, chord charts and standard notation. Rehearsal skills eg. counting in, some taking on a leadership role, chunking rehearsals, working in pairs before rehearsing as a full ensemble.

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation/Tab/lead sheets, which can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score.

Analytical skills gained through whole-class analysis of Reggae music is a starting point for analysing GCSE set works.

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects, in subsequent units.

	A developed understanding of how music is represented in DAWs and how this relates to standard notation. This will give students an alternative, more visual representation of music which will improve their understanding of composition and standard notation.

An understanding of how different repeating patterns can be combined in different ways to create different textures, which can be utilised in future composition.

An understanding of how to write idiomatically for drums which allows students to create more complex drum patterns in the future.
	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation, which can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score.

An increased confidence in interpreting chord charts and understanding how to read lead sheets, guitar TAB and standard notation. This allows students to apply this knowledge to other pieces in the future.

Students develop ensemble performance skills and learn rehearsal techniques. These can be applied to the development of any skill in the arts. Ensemble performance is also 15% of GCSE music. 

	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation, which can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score.

Students develop composition skills by creating variations of a musical theme, which teaches them how to add development and contrast to a composition

Students develop a deeper understanding of the musical elements and can apply this to practical compositional tasks including a GCSE composition. 
	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation, which can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score in order to analyse a set work.

Students develop composition skills by essentially composing an extract of music for a GCSE set brief. This ‘mini-composition’ teaches them the beginning of the compositional process.

Analytical skills gained through whole-class analysis of leitmotifs is a starting point for analysing GCSE set works.
	An increased confidence in interpreting chord charts and understanding how to read lead sheets, guitar TAB and standard notation. This allows students to apply their existing knowledge to an own-choice piece. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols in a variety of notation is valuable at GCSE when students are analysing scores. 

Students develop ensemble performance skills and learn rehearsal techniques. These can be applied to the development of any skill in the arts. Ensemble performance is also 15% of GCSE music. 

Instrumental skills on classroom instruments; provides students with the opportunity to specialise in one of these classroom instruments at GCSE.

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Riff, Off-beat, Melody, Tempo, Staccato, Chords, Bass/Bassline, Lead Sheet, Rhythm, TAB.
	Sequencing, Recording, DAW, Riff, Hook, Loop, Four on the Floor, Monophonic, Homophonic, Polyphonic, Synthesizer, Bassline, Chord Sequence.
	12-Bar Blues, Blues Song Structure (AAB) Blues Scale, Blues Notes, Chords and Seventh Chords I, I7, IV, IV7, V & V7; Chord Vamps; Improvisation; Swing/Swung Rhythms, Ostinato, Riffs, Fills and Solos, Ragtime, Jazz Instruments, Instrumentation, Mute, Rhythm Section. 
	Melody, Theme, Variation, Variation Form, Canon/Round, Ground Bass, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, Texture, Counter Melody, Timbre and Sonority, Articulation (Legato and Staccato), Inversion, Retrograde, Retrograde Inversion, Pedal (Pedal Note, Pedal Point), Drone, Melodic Decoration, Ostinato, Tonality, Major, Minor.
	Leitmotif, Major, Minor, Treble Clef, Bass Clef, Key Signature, Time Signature, Chords, Minim, Crotchet, Syncopation, Repetition, Dissonance, Accents, Four on the floor.

	Musical Elements (DR SMITH), Lead sheet, TAB, Verse-Chorus form, Chords.

	Assessment activities



	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Group performance assessment of ‘Three Little Birds’ at the end of the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Assessed composition at the end of the unit, focussing on the use of features of electronic dance music.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Ongoing written feedback for performing a piece of Jazz and Blues music throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Ongoing written feedback for performing throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Composing assessment at the end of the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Group performance assessment of chosen cover song at the end of the unit.

Ongoing written feedback for performing throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.


	Resources available



	Reggae Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

‘Three Little Birds’ Sheet Music and Lead Sheet

Classroom Keyboards, Guitars and Ukuleles
	Do Now Booklets

Writing for drums worksheet.

Cubase (Or any other DAW)

	Unit PowerPoints

Jazz and Blues Sheet Music and Lead Sheets.

Classroom Keyboards, Guitars and Ukuleles.
	Unit PowerPoints

Variation examples (in PowerPoints)

Theme and variation worksheets (in PowerPoints)

Classroom Keyboards.
	Cubase (Or any other DAW)

Unit PowerPoints 

Leitmotifs – Star Wars Leitmotifs Video 
Notation – James Bond Leitmotif and Themes

Video explaining how to compose for the set brief - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7Iu-WxHxu0 

	Unit PowerPoints

Classroom Laptops

Classroom Keyboards, Guitars and Ukuleles.


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important as it encourages students to think more analytically about an (most likely) unfamiliar style of music. They begin to understand that certain musical features contribute to style and are able to identify some of these through listening.

This topic provides students with the opportunity to perform in small groups, using keyboards, ukuleles and vocals, which develops their awareness of the roles of different instruments in an ensemble, as well as improving their performing and listening skills.  

It provides all students with the opportunity to learn about an unfamiliar style of music and culture, from a different part of the world.

	This topic is important as it introduces students to the features of electronic dance music and gives them the skills to compose in this style. This style of music is likely to be relevant to students and will promote engagement from them in lessons. 

This gives students the opportunity to put their skills from the previous unit into practice and record their first composition using a DAW.
	This topic is important as it teaches students about a style of music which is unfamiliar to them, building on their cultural capital. 

This topic introduces students to more complex chords and harmonies which will allow them to play more complex pieces of music in the future.

It allows students to build upon their instrumental skills on classroom instruments. These instruments are inclusive and popular for students to specialise in at KS4. 

It provides students with the opportunity to develop their skills in ensemble performance. Ensemble performance is 15% of GCSE music. 

It provides instrumentalists with the opportunity to play and demonstrate their understanding on their own instruments in curriculum lessons.
	This topic is important as it introduces students to Theme and Variation as a musical form and structure, and allows them to begin developing a theme using compositional techniques which they can apply to all future composition work. 

This topic allows students to apply their knowledge of the musical elements to practical composition activities which helps students understand and internalise them in order to analyse more complex pieces of music. 
	This topic is important as it encourages students to think more analytically about the music they are performing. 
They begin to understand ‘why’ the composer has selected certain musical features.

It allows students to have more creative freedom when composing, compared with previous units, but also teaches them how to compose to a set brief.

It provides instrumentalists with opportunities to record themselves as part of a composition.



	This topic is important as it gives students creative freedom to perform their own-choice piece, mirroring the process of ensemble performance at GCSE. 

Giving students more creative freedom allows students to apply their prior knowledge to a new context and consolidate understanding. 

Having successfully applied their knowledge to an own-choice piece, it encourages students to continue learning outside of classroom lessons, such as using practice rooms in social times and attending extra-curricular. 

It allows students to build upon their instrumental skills on classroom instruments. These instruments are inclusive and popular for students to specialise in at KS4. 

It provides students with the opportunity to develop their skills in ensemble performance. Ensemble performance is 15% of GCSE music. 

It provides instrumentalists with the opportunity to play and demonstrate their understanding on their own instruments in curriculum lessons.
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