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	Subject:  
	Music
	Year:
	8
	Ability 
	Mixed Ability



	Term / Date(s)
	Half-term 1 
	Half-term 2 
	Half-term 3 
	Half-term 4
	Half Term 5
	Half Term 6

	Topic
	Keyboard Skills 2
	Harmony
	Hooks and Riffs
	Pachelbel’s Canon
	Music Tech Introduction
	Band Skills 2

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	To understand how the bass clef is used as a form of musical notation.

To identify musical instruments and voices which use the bass clef.

To understand and perform commonly used bass line patterns, and to be able to identify these through listening.

To understand the importance of a bass line in terms of texture and harmony within a song or piece of music.
	To understand what chords are and how they are created using different patterns of tones and semitones. 

To understand the difference between a major and minor chord, and be able to identify these chords by listening to a piece of music.

To understand the role of melody and accompaniment in a piece of music, and to perform a melody alongside a chord sequence.
	To understand how music is based on Repeated Musical Patterns.

To understand and distinguish between hooks, riffs and ostinatos, and identify these through listening.

To perform, compose, listen to and appraise a range of music based on repeated musical patterns.
	To understand the context of Pachelbel’s Canon including the instruments used during the Baroque period. 

To understand how repeating musical patterns can be layered and arranged to create different textures in a piece.

To perform different parts of Pachelbel’s Canon as a full class ensemble.
	To use Cubase or any similar DAW to capture and create a range of music and audio.

To use a variety of compositional techniques, both specific and non-specific to music technology and DAWs 

The historical and cultural context of music technology and its development through time. 
	To develop instrumental skills and working as an ensemble.

Students will develop their understanding of chords on the ukulele, guitar and keyboard, as well as singing. 

Students will perform ‘I’m Yours’ by Jason Mraz as part of an ensemble. 

	Components



	Students will develop an understanding of how to read notes on the bass clef by performing from bass clef notation in a range of styles. This will allow students to perform keyboard pieces with both hands in subsequent units.

Students will develop an awareness of different bass instruments through listening activities, which will allow them to analyse the instrumentation in unfamiliar pieces in the future.

Students will develop an understanding of commonly used basslines in different styles of music through performing these basslines in lessons, so that they are able to identify these basslines through listening and recognise them as a stylistic feature of certain styles of music.

	Students will develop an understanding of melody and accompaniment by performing melodies along with chord sequences on the keyboards or ukuleles. This allows them to identify the melody and accompaniment of a piece of music through listening.

Students develop their understanding of major and minor chords, and how they are created using different patterns of tones and semitones, by working out and performing major and minor chords on the keyboard. This helps students to understand how to create chords in their own compositions. 
Students begin to understand how to compose a chord sequence by performing and composing different chord sequences on the keyboards or ukuleles, which allows them to compose their own chord sequences in the future. 
	Students will identify repeating patterns in different styles of music through listening, and will learn how to perform these patterns on the keyboards. This will allow them to include these features in future composition work.

Students will perform hooks, riffs and ostinatos on the keyboards to internalise these musical features. Students will then be able to identify these features through listening. 

Students will begin to understand how ostinatos, hooks and riffs can be used in different styles of music through listening and appraising questions. They will then be able to use these features in their own compositions. 


	Students develop their keyboard skills so that all students have access to a classroom instrument. 

Students develop the skill of reading standard notation which can be applied to a range of different contexts. In doing so, they can develop their confidence in reading and understanding how to play other pieces of music. 

Students explore the Baroque era by learning Pachelbel’s Canon. Students learn this so that they can begin to understand how music has changed over time and have a better understanding of placing unfamiliar music in its historical context. 

Students take an active role in the rehearsal and performance of ‘Memories’ by Maroon 5. Students perform independent parts as part of an ensemble.

	Students will begin to develop their skills in using Cubase to sequence and record music; something which they can apply to future composition tasks to create music of a higher technical quality and in a range of styles.

Students will begin to understand how music is sequenced in a DAW and will apply their knowledge of standard notation from previous units to help them do this. This will allow them to understand the process of composing in different ways, which they can then apply to future compositions.

Students will develop an understanding of the process of recording music using virtual Instruments, and learn about how this process has changed through time. This will broaden their understanding of the historical context of music technology and its applications.

Students will learn new melodic and rhythmic features by using them in their compositions, which they can then apply to future work. 
	Students develop their knowledge and understanding of chords and chord sequences so that they can perform four chord pop songs on an instrument. 

Students develop an understanding of basic lead sheet notation and chord diagrams so that they can then apply this knowledge to other pieces of music of their choice. 

Students sing some LD (less difficult) and S (standard) level songs as a class to build confidence. Students can then perform as a singer in their ensemble as an alternative to performing on an instrument. 
Students take an active role in the rehearsal and performance of ‘I’m Yours’ by Jason Mraz. Students work collaboratively, often multiple students per instrument in order to develop confidence in performing.

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	A good understanding of performing using five-finger technique on the keyboard through keyboard work in year 7.

An understanding of the signs and symbols of standard notation.

An understanding of how to read notes on the treble clef.
	An understanding of the signs and symbols of standard notation, including how to read notes on the treble and bass clef.

An understanding of how to perform chords on the ukulele from year 7.

A good understanding of performing using five-finger technique on the keyboard.

	An understanding of the signs and symbols of standard notation, including how to read notes on the treble and bass clef.

A good understanding of performing using five-finger technique on the keyboard.

Skills in performing in small ensembles from previous units. 

	Basic five finger technique on the keyboard. 

A good understanding of performing using five-finger technique on the keyboard. 

Basic rehearsal skills when working as an ensemble; counting in, working together as a group.
	An understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation.

The role of single instruments within a larger ensemble

Basic five finger technique on the keyboard. 


	Basic five finger technique on the keyboard. 

Basic rehearsal skills when working as an ensemble; counting in, working together as a group. 

Ability to read ukulele TAB and chord diagrams through work in previous units.

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	An understanding of reading notes on the bass clef which will allow students to read and interpret other pieces of notated music which use the bass clef.

An understanding of different basslines and their stylistic importance, which allows students to identify the bassline, and stylistic features of an unfamiliar piece of music. 

An understanding of bass instruments which allows students to identify these instruments through listening. 

	An understanding of how to identify major and minor chords through listening, which allows students to identify these chords in unfamiliar pieces of music. 

An understanding of how to compose and perform a chord sequence, which is a starting point when composing a piece of music. 

An understanding of tones and semitones which allows students to associate the pattern of keys on the keyboard with the symbols used in standard notation.
	An understanding of how hooks, riffs and ostinatos can be used in different styles and contexts, allowing students to include these features when composing their own music. 

Students develop a deeper understanding and increased confidence in reading standard notation, which can be applied to all later schemes of learning, and will allow students to progress further when using classroom instruments. 

Students continue to develop ensemble performance skills which they will continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects, in subsequent units.

	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score. 

Practicing a good five finger technique to develop keyboard/piano skills.

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon in their ‘in at the deep end’ project. Ensemble performance is also 15% of GCSE music. 
	A deeper understanding of how music is represented in DAWs and how this relates to standard notation. This will give students an alternative, more visual representation of music which will improve their understanding of composition and standard notation.

Students will develop a deeper understanding of melodic and rhythmic features of music which they can apply to future compositions and during listening and appraising activities.
	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation, which can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score.

An increased confidence in interpreting chord charts and understanding how to read lead sheets. This can be applied to all later schemes of learning.

Practicing a good five finger technique to develop keyboard/piano skills. 

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon in subsequent units.

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Bass Line, Bass Clef, Staff Notation, Stave, Staff, Lines/Spaces, Pitch, Musical Instruments that use the Bass Clef, Root, Third, Fifth, Passing Notes, Walking Bass, Bass Line Riffs, Alberti Bass, Broken Chords, Arpeggios, Pedal.
	Harmony, Melody, Accompaniment, Major, Minor, Tone, Semitone, Root, Third, Fifth, Chord Sequence, (4-3/3-4) Semitone Pattern, Stave, Treble Clef, (space note names) FACE, (line note names) EGBDF.
	Repeat, Repetition, Repeat Symbol, Hook, Melodic Hook, Rhythmic Hook, Verbal Hook, Riff, Ostinato, Treble Clef, Bass Clef, Bass Line, Melody, Chords
	Canon, Ground Bass, Treble Clef, Bass Clef, Key Signature, Time Signature, Chords, Minim, Crotchet, Tie, Layering, Monophonic, Homophonic, Polyphonic, Conjunct, Disjunct.
	Sequencing, Recording, DAW, Microphone, Gain, Track, Melody, Rhythm, Pitch, Time Signature, Quaver, Crotchet, Minim, Semibreve, Polyrhythm, Ostinato, Sequence, Syncopation, Pedal, Beats.
	Popular Song Structure, Intro, Verse, Chorus, Strophic, Link, Pre- Chorus, Chorus, Bridge/Middle 8, Coda (outro), Lyrics, Hook, Riff, Melody, Counter-Melody, Texture, Accompaniment, Bass Line, Lead Sheet, Arrangement, Cover Version, Conjunct, Disjunct, melisma. 

	Assessment activities



	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Ongoing written feedback for ‘performing basslines from different styles of music’ throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Ongoing written feedback for ‘performing chords sequences alongside a melody’ throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Ongoing written feedback for performing throughout the unit, assessing student’s ability to perform hooks, riffs and ostinato’s in different styles.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Full class performing assessment of Pachelbel’s Canon at the end of the unit.

Ongoing written feedback for performing throughout the unit, assessing student’s ability to perform accurately and with good technique on the keyboards.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Assessed portfolio at the end of the unit, focussing student’s knowledge of using Cubase and their ability to accurately sequence different pieces of music. 

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.





	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Group performance assessment of ‘I’m Yours’ at the end of the unit. 

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.


	Resources available



	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Bass Worksheets (in PowerPoints)

Classroom Keyboards

	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Harmony Worksheets (in PowerPoints

Classroom Keyboards and Ukuleles
	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Hooks and Riffs Worksheets (in PowerPoints)

Classroom Keyboards and Ukuleles
	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Pachelbel’s Canon Performance Worksheets (in PowerPoints)

Classroom Keyboards
	Do Now Booklets

IMT booklets 

Cubase (Or any other DAW)

Unit PowerPoints
	Unit PowerPoints

‘I’m Yours’ Lead Sheet, Piano and Ukulele Parts.

Classroom Keyboards, Guitars and Ukuleles.



	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important as it introduces students to different types of basslines and how these basslines are used in different styles of music. Students begin to understand that certain basslines belong to certain styles of music and that these basslines can indicate the style of an unfamiliar piece of music. 

Students learn music in different styles through performing in these styles on the keyboards, which improves their awareness and understanding of a range of musical styles. 
	This topic is important as it introduces students to the concept of harmony and teaches them how to compose a chord sequence; something which is often a starting point when composing a piece of music. 

Students are able to learn different patterns of tones and semitones on the keyboard, and associate these with the signs and symbols of standard notation, which helps them to internalise the sound of different intervals in music.

	This topic is important as it introduces students to the importance of repeating musical patterns across a range of musical styles, and teaches students that repetition is a crucial part of all musical compositions. 

Students have the opportunity to perform famous riffs, ostinatos and hooks on classroom instruments and learn how these features fit with other parts of the song/piece.


	This topic is important as it allows students to learn the historical context of Pachelbel’s Canon and Baroque music; something which many students will not have encountered before. This will also help them to understand the historical context of the Bach Badinerie GCSE set work, which is also a piece of Baroque music, if they decide to continue with music in KS4. 

This topic gives students many opportunities to practice five-finger technique and their ensemble skills, which will be utilised in future units of work.
	This topic provides students with the opportunity to compose using a DAW such as Cubase, thus improving their skills and understanding of the process of composing.

This allows pupils to apply their previous knowledge of standard notation and rhythmic and melodic features, in a new, engaging format. 

	This topic is important as it provides students with the opportunity to develop their skills in ensemble performance. 

Performing ‘I’m Yours’ by Jason Mraz helps students to gain confidence with singing as part of an ensemble and allows them to practice this in a small group. 
It provides instrumentalists with the opportunity to play and demonstrate their understanding on their own instruments or classroom instruments in curriculum lessons.
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