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	Subject:  
	Music
	Year:
	7
	Ability 
	Mixed Ability



	Term / Date(s)
	Half-term 1 
	Half-term 2 
	Half-term 3 
	Half-term 4	
	Half Term 5
	Half Term 6

	Topic
	Rhythms Around the World
	Keyboard Skills 1
	The Orchestra
	Form and Structure
	Band Skills 1
	Composing Music

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	How to read simple rhythmic notation and how to perform this on a range of percussion instruments.

Some musical features of Samba and West African music

The historical and cultural context of Samba and West African music.
	To begin to understand basic standard notation and some of the symbols associated with this.

How to read pitches, written in standard notation and how to perform this on the keyboard.

Basic five-finger technique

The development of the keyboard through time.
	To understand the four families of the orchestra and the instruments in each family.

How different instruments work to produce sound.

To describe an instrument’s sonority/timbre and identify instruments through listening.

To perform a piece of orchestral music as a ‘classroom orchestra’.
	To understand basic structures (Binary, Ternary, Rondo) and recognise these structures when listening to a piece of music.

To recognise phrases in a melody and to be able to compose basic question and answer phrases using basic standard notation.

To arrange several melodies into basic structures and perform this on the keyboard.
	How to read ukulele TAB and chord boxes, and how to perform this on a ukulele.

Basic plucking and strumming technique.

How to perform in a small group, playing an independent part.
	How to write and perform a basic chord sequence on the ukulele or keyboard.

How to improvise using a pentatonic or major scale over a basic chord sequence.

How to perform in small groups using different instruments.

	Components



	Students will develop their group ensemble skills by performing as a class, using percussion instruments to understand their role as part of an ensemble.

Students will begin to recognise and interpret the signs and symbols used in standard notation to indicate rhythm, tempo and metre, which can be applied to a range of different contexts. In doing so, they can develop their confidence in reading and understanding how to play other pieces of music.

Students will recognise the different instruments found in Samba and West African music through listening and performing, broadening their understanding of the cultural and historical context of these instruments.

Students will begin to understand the musical features found in Samba and West African music, which they can apply to other styles and genres of music.


	Students will develop their ensemble skills by performing a piece of piano music in pairs. This will help them develop their confidence in reading pitch and understanding how to play other pieces of music, as well as their understanding of the role of the left and right hand in a piece of piano music.

Students will begin to recognise and interpret the signs and symbols used in standard notation to indicate pitch and rhythm, which can be applied to a range of different contexts. In doing so, they can develop their confidence in reading and understanding how to play other pieces of music.

Students will begin to use five-finger technique on the keyboards when performing their pieces to the class. This will allow them to play more difficult pieces in the future 

Students will begin to recognise the sound and appearance of different keyboard instruments through listening and performing, broadening their understanding of the cultural and historical context of these instruments.
	Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of orchestral instruments and families through watching these instruments being played and answering listening questions in which they identify different instruments. They can then apply this skill when listening to any piece of music.

Through performing on different orchestral instruments, or using different orchestral instrument sounds on the keyboards, students will begin to understand the meaning of timbre/sonority and will be able to describe the sonority of different orchestral instruments. They will then be able to apply this knowledge to describe the timbre/sonority of other instruments and pieces of music. 

Students will begin to develop their group ensemble skills by performing pieces of orchestral music as a ‘class orchestra’ which will improve their timing and awareness of other performers. This understanding will be applied to all future performances to improve the standard of these performances. 
	Students will begin to understand how melodies are made up of phrases which can be arranged as question and answer phrases. This will allow them to compose melodies using appropriate balanced phrases when they begin composing in subsequent units. 

Students will begin to understand the meaning of form and structure, and why this is important in a piece of music. Students will learn to identify the structure of different pieces of music through listening; something they can apply when listening to any piece of music.

Students will develop their performing and keyboard skills by performing and arranging different sections of music on the keyboards. This will allow them to play more difficult pieces in the future. Students will also use this knowledge of form and structure when they begin composing in subsequent units. 

	Students learn to recognise and interpret signs and symbols used in TAB and chord sheets. In doing so, they can develop their confidence in reading and understanding how to play other pieces of music on other retted instruments such as guitar or bass guitar.

Students will perform a piece in groups of three, with each pupil performing an independent part, to develop student understanding of the musical elements; Melody, Harmony and Rhythm. This begins to create links to GCSE where music is analysed through the elements of music.

Students will begin to recognise the different Timbres/Sonorities produced by different playing techniques, and will be able to utilise these in future performances, compositions and listening activities. 

	Students will begin to understand melody and harmony by composing a basic chord sequence and melody. This will help students to understand the basic components of a composition; melody and harmony. This knowledge will help them compose more complex pieces of music in future units.

Students will perform their compositions in pairs, with one student playing the melody, and the other student playing the chords. This will help students to develop confidence in sharing their own ideas and will help them to understand the role of different instruments in an ensemble.

Students will utilise their understanding of structure from the ‘Form and Structure’ unit to improvise and notate a melody to fit their chord sequence, and order the sections of their piece in either binary (AB), ternary (ABA) or rondo (ABACA) form. This will give students the opportunity to apply their understanding of notation and form and structure to their own composition.   

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Some previous experience in performing music in a group at KS2.

Some knowledge of percussion instruments and their context in a small number of cultural and historical settings.
	Some experience of performing music from previous units. 

Some knowledge and understanding of the keyboard through playing at home or in primary school.

An understanding of the signs and symbols used in standard notation for different note values.

	Experience of performing on keyboards from the previous unit.

A basic understanding of five-finger technique on keyboards.

An understanding of the signs and symbols used in standard notation for different note values and pitch.

Experience of performing as a pair on the keyboards from the previous unit.

	Experience of performing on keyboards from previous units.

A good understanding of basic five-finger technique on keyboards.

An understanding of the signs and symbols used in standard notation for different note values and pitch.

Experience of performing as a full class ensemble from the previous unit
	Experience of performing music from previous units. 

Some knowledge and understanding of the ukulele through playing at home or in primary school.

Experience of performing as an ensemble from previous units.



	Experience of performing on keyboards and ukuleles from previous units.

An understanding of form and structure from previous units.

An understanding of the signs and symbols used in standard notation for different note values and pitch.


	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Students develop a deeper understanding and increased confidence in reading standard rhythmic notation, which can be applied to all later schemes of learning. This will be valuable when the concept of pitch is introduced in subsequent units.

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects, in subsequent units.
	Students develop a deeper understanding and increased confidence in reading standard notation, which can be applied to all later schemes of learning, and will allow students to progress further when using classroom instruments. 

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects, in subsequent units.

Students develop a deeper understanding of the stylistic context of different keyboard instruments, which can be applied to future composition activities.
	Students develop an understanding of the layout of the orchestra, instruments (and families) and how these instruments work when making sound. This knowledge will help students to identify these instruments when watching or listening to performances in the future.

Students develop an understanding of sonority/timbre and are able to describe and articulate the sonority/timbre of instruments through listening, helping them to analyse unfamiliar music. 

Students develop an awareness of timing and ensemble skills by performing pieces on the keyboard in pairs, which they will continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects in subsequent units. 
	Students develop an understanding of the importance of form and structure in a piece of music. They are able to identify different musical structures through listening. This knowledge improves student’s analytical skills when listening to future pieces of music and can be applied to future composition work.

Students develop a deeper understanding and increased confidence in reading standard notation, which can be applied to all later schemes of learning, and will allow students to progress further when using classroom instruments. 

Students continue to develop ensemble performance skills which they will continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects, in subsequent units.



	Students develop their ability of reading ukulele TAB and chord boxes which can be applied to reading guitar TAB and chord boxes when students perform on guitar in subsequent units.

Students develop their ability in using key terminology & self-evaluation skills when evaluating performances and rehearsals. This is valuable in all subsequent performance tasks, as well as at GCSE when students rehearse for their performance coursework.

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects, in subsequent units.

	Students develop a deeper understanding and increased confidence in reading standard notation, which can be applied to all later schemes of learning, and will allow students to progress further when using classroom instruments. 

Students begin to recognise the relationship between a melody and a chord sequence which will allow them to compose more sophisticated pieces of music in the future. 

Students continue to develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon during other group ensemble projects, in subsequent units.


	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Rhythm, Time Signature, Quaver, Crotchet, Minim, Semibreve, Polyrhythm, Ostinato, Improvisation, Call and Response, Djembe, Balafon, Clave, Beats
	Rhythm, Time Signature, Rest, Quaver, Crotchet, Minim, Semibreve, Pitch, Treble Clef, Bass Clef, Bass, Chord, Melody.
	Strings, Woodwind, Brass, Percussion, Tuned Percussion, Untuned Percussion, Orchestra, Ensemble, Section/Family, Conductor, Pitch, Timbre, Sonority, Arco, Pizzicato, Bow, Fanfare
	Question and Answer/Call and Response, Phrase(s), Binary Form (AB), Ternary Form (ABA), Rondo Form (ABACADA...), Melody, Drone, Ostinato, Harmony
	Fret, Neck, TAB, Chord, Pluck, Strum, Strumming Pattern, Time Signature, Melody, Chord Sequence, Muted/Dampened, Pick/Plectrum
	Melody, Harmony, Chord Sequence, Structure, Improvisation, Pentatonic, Binary, Ternary, Rondo, Quaver, Crotchet, Minim, Semibreve, Pitch.

	Assessment activities



	Written baseline assessment (45 mins) at the beginning of the unit, assessing student’s prior knowledge of instruments and notation, as well as basic listening skills.

Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.
	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Assessed performance at the end of the unit, focussing on the accuracy and ensemble skills when performing in pairs on the keyboards.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.
	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Assessed full class performance at the end of the unit, focussing on accuracy and ensemble skills when performing as part of a ‘classroom orchestra’.

Ongoing written feedback for performing on keyboards throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.
	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Assessed full class performance at the end of the unit, focussing on accuracy and ensemble skills when performing as part of a ‘classroom orchestra’.

Ongoing written feedback for performing on keyboards throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.
	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Group performance assessment of ‘The Good the Bad and the Ugly’ at the end of the unit.

Ongoing written feedback for performing on ukuleles throughout the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.
	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment within the lesson. 

Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.

Low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Group performance assessment of student’s own compositions at the end of the unit.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams.







	Resources available



	YouTube Video – Samba Performance

YouTube Video – West African Balafon and Djembe Performance

Ostinato Composition Sheet

Polyrhythm Performance Sheet

Notated Rhythm Sheets for Samba Instruments

Unit PowerPoints

Microsoft forms ‘Samba and West Africa’ homework quiz




	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Keyboard do now sheets (on PowerPoint)

Ode to joy and Blinding Lights sheet music.



	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Classroom Keyboards

Sheet music for famous orchestral pieces for use in lessons (in PowerPoints) 

Microsoft forms ‘orchestra’ homework quiz


	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Classroom Keyboards

Sheet music for use in lessons (in PowerPoints) 

Microsoft forms ‘form and structure’ homework quiz

	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

‘The Good the Bad and the Ugly’ Ukulele TAB/chord sheet

Classroom Ukuleles

Microsoft forms ‘ukulele’ homework quiz



	Do Now Booklets

Unit PowerPoints

Composing worksheets

Classroom Keyboards and Ukuleles

Microsoft forms ‘starting to compose’ homework quiz


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic provides students with the opportunity to perform as an ensemble, using a range of percussion instruments, thus improving their awareness and understanding of the role of each instrument in an ensemble. 

This topic allows students to become more familiar with using standard rhythmic notation, a skill which can then be applied to any style of music.

This topic introduces students to important musical features such as Ostinato and Polyrhythm, which are found in many pieces of music. This knowledge links directly to composition and will be utilised when students begin to compose in subsequent units.

	This topic is important as it introduces students to the signs and symbols found in basic standard notation, and teaches them how to read and interpret this. This will help them access more challenging pieces of music and musical concepts throughout KS3 and KS4.

This topic provides students with the opportunity to perform in pairs, using keyboards, which develops their awareness and understanding of the instrument, as well as improving their performing and listening skills.  







	This topic is important as it introduces students to the instruments and families of the orchestra; many of which some students may never have seen or heard before. This improves student’s listening skills as they are able to identify instruments by their distinctive sound.

This topic also introduces students to the idea of sonority/timbre so that they can accurately describe the sound of an instrument and articulate the effect of this on the music. 
	This topic is important as it introduces students to the importance of form and structure in a piece of music. Students learn how form and structure can be used to shape a piece of music and present ideas in a logical way. Students will be able to identify the form and structure of unfamiliar pieces of music and will be able to apply this knowledge when composing their own music. 


	This topic is important as it introduces students to other forms of music notation which make learning an instrument more accessible. 

Students begin to understand how instruments can be played in different ways to achieve different timbres and can begin to identify this through listening. 

It provides all students with the opportunity to perform on a classroom instrument, in a small ensemble.


	This topic is important as it introduces students to the process of composing and gives them the opportunity to be creative in music. 

Students are able to utilise and consolidate all their knowledge from previous units by composing a piece and performing it on classroom instruments.

Students are able to develop their confidence in sharing musical ideas and receiving feedback to improve their work. 
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