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	Subject:
	
	Year
	
	Ability 
	



	Term / Date(s)
	Half-term 1/2 
	Half-term 3/4
	Half-term 5 
	Half-term 5

	Topic
	The Living World
	Changing Economic World
	Pre-release issue evaluation 
	Fieldwork 

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	An understanding of the world’s biome location, physical characteristics and sustainable management, with a particular focus on rainforest and cold environment ecosystems.

	Students will gain an understanding that there are global variations in economic development and how this can create both opportunities and challenges.

	This section contributes a critical thinking and problem-solving element to the assessment structure. The assessment will provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding by looking at a particular issue(s) derived from the specification using secondary sources. 
The issue(s) will arise from any aspect of the compulsory sections of the subject content but may extend beyond it through the use of resources in relation to specific unseen contexts.
	This section includes students understanding how they would undertake fieldwork. The students have not had an opportunity to complete this, this year due to the pandemic.

	Components



	Students need to know the location of ecosystems at different geographical scales. 

Small Scale UK Ecosystem 
Students study a small-scale UK ecosystem in order to understanding the interrelationships between biodiversity within a familiar temperate ecosystem at a local scale. (Otley Chevin)

Rainforests: 

Students study how tropical rainforest ecosystems have a range of distinctive physical characteristics, in order to be aware of the interdependence of varying elements of the dynamic ecosystem.  

Deforestation has both economic and environmental impacts in order to understanding and apply learning to sustainable management strategies. (The Amazon)

Students study human exploitation of tropical rainforests in order to understand the interrelationship and value of tropical rainforests to people and its links to enhancing climate change. 

Hot Environments:
Students study how hot environments have a range of distinctive characteristics in order to understand how the influence the health of the biodiversity in the ecosystem. 

Students study an example of a hot environment (Thar Desert) which enables them to apply their understanding of the physical characteristics, and assess how they create opportunities and challenges for development. 

Students will also study the sustainable management strategies used to protect hot environments, in order to assess the level of challenge and threats facing this environment in the future (linking to climate change). 


	Students will classify parts of the world, with the use of different measures of development, in order to be able to evaluate similarities and differences.

Students will study factors varying causing and consequences of uneven development in order to apply this to examples and case studies.

Students will understand the Demographic Transition Model in order to be able analyse the level of development.

An overview of the strategies used to reduce the development gap in order to apply these to an example. 

Students study a case study an LIC in order to illustrate:
· Importance of the country
· The wider context within which the country is placed
· The changing industrial structure and the role of TNC’s
· Types of aid that can influence development
· The environmental impacts of development
· The effects of economic on quality of life for the population

Students will study how major changes in the economy of the UK have affected employment patterns and regional growth.
	Dependent upon the pre-release documentation and topics published by AQA 12 weeks before paper 3
	The students will consider the factors that need to be covered when selecting a suitable question for geographical enquiry.

Students will be aware of how to collect primary and secondary data and how to select and accurately use presentation methods.

Students also need to apply knowledge regarding the description and explanation of presentation methods.

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Lines of latitude 

Weather and climate at different lines of latitude (differential heating). 

Stages of the water cycle 

Global Atmospheric Circulation Model and Cells 

Food chains, food webs and nutrient cycles (cross curricular links with science). 

Plant and animal adaptations

Human exploitation of resources – Economic activity can cause environmental damage 

Awareness of globalisation and trade


	Understanding of an economy
Locational knowledge of UK cities, continents and oceans.
Understand the concept of development and the different levels of development (LIC/NEE/HIC)
Awareness of the term aid and how this supports a countries ability to develop.
Understanding the difference between urban and rural areas.

	Dependent upon the pre-release documentation and topics published by AQA 12 weeks before paper 3
	Fieldwork methods from key stage 3.

Use of figures throughout the KS3 and KS4 course.

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Knowledge: 
Human exploitation of natural resources can cause environmental damage (CRM) 
Differential Heating 
Climate change 

Skills: 
Interpreting distribution of geographical patterns (Choropleth). 
Application of understanding to case studies and figures 
Use of data and evidence to develop balanced argument

	Understanding of how a country’s wider context can help pupils to assess how this affects hazard response in the hazards A-level unit
The role of TNCs will be a stepping stone to understand the global systems and governance aspect of the A-level course.

	Dependent upon the pre-release documentation and topics published by AQA 12 weeks before paper 3
	Use a range of resources to interpret and infer and apply knowledge and understanding.


	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Ecosystem, biotic, abiotic, agriculture, settlement, deforestation, exploitation, sustainable management, ecotourism, conservation, international agreements, indigenous.

	Birth rate, death rate, Demographic Transition Model, development gap, globalisation, aid, industrialisation, Transnational Corporation, mortality.

	Dependent upon the pre-release documentation and topics published by AQA 12 weeks before paper 3
	Sampling, presentation, primary, secondary

	Assessment activities



	Exam questions throughout
	1 x 60 minute exam paper
	Formative Assessment
A range of 4 and 6 mark map/figure/graph questions based on the information in the pre-release booklet

At least one 9 mark decision making exercise asked on the information in the pre-release booklet
	A range of exam questions based on previous exam papers.

	Resources available



	Shared area lesson resources - 
T:\RHS-Depts\Humanities\GEOGRAPHY\GCSE\AQA 2019\Paper 1\2. The Living World

Additional reading: 
Locals accuse Pakistan of doing the dirty by turning to coal to meet energy needs


	T:\RHS-Depts\Humanities\GEOGRAPHY\GCSE\AQA 2019\Paper 2

Additional reading: 
Young, qualified and barely scraping by – inside Nigeria’s economic crisis

	Shared area resources: 
SHARE MAT Pre-release collaborative planning
AQA pre-release booklet 

	T:\RHS-Depts\Humanities\GEOGRAPHY\GCSE\AQA 2019\Paper 3


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important as the destruction of tropical rainforests is enhancing the greenhouse effect and increasing the risk of climate change. It is said that tropical rainforests will be deforested to the point of complete destruction during the 2030’s and 40’s, a time scale very much in the domain of the student’s future. 

Biodiversity in tropical rainforests has made way for medicines to be developed, which are improving the provision of health care for people around the world. 

This topic is important because it is concerned with the dynamic nature of physical processes and systems, and how humans interact with it. It aims to develop an understanding of features in a specific environment, and the need for management strategies linked to sustainability. 

SMSC:
Rule of Law – International agreements and links to COP conferences
Respect and Tolerance – Other ways of living and value of the living world. 
Moral – Should humanity do more to protect the rainforest and cold environments? 
Social – Understanding how communities and societies function.
Spiritual – Exploring the values and views of others, in particular the indigenous communities that live in these environments. 

Cultural Capital/ Careers: 
Links to specific roles in the research and protection of the living world.

	his topic is important as it is concerned with human processes, systems and outcomes and how these change both spatially and temporally. 

This topic is important as students study processes in a variety of places and at a range of scales. It includes places in various states of development.

It is important as the students develop an understanding of the factors that produce a diverse variety of human environments


Links to British Value/SMSC/careers/
Cultural capital – Learning about other countries at different stages of development.
Rule of Law – Policies in place to support economic development
Moral – To understand if it is our moral duty to support economic development through aid and country to country support.

	This section allows pupils to develop knowledge and understanding of physical geography themes and human geography themes. This section is synoptic and the assessment will require students to use their learning of more than one of the themes studied throughout the course so that they can analyse a geographical issue at a range of scales, consider and select a possible option in relation to the issue(s) and justify their decision.
	This topic is important as it allows students to understand how they would complete fieldwork and the best way to share the results.
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