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	Subject:
	Film Studies
	Year
	11
	Ability 
	All



	Term / Date(s)
	Half-term 1 
	Half-term 2 
	Half-term 3 
	Half-term 4
	Half-term 5
	Half- term 6

	Topic
	Component 1: Section C: Introduction to American Indie.


	Component 1 Section A - Hollywood Comparative Study: Introduction to Genre

Component 1: Key Developments in US Film

	Component 1, Sections A and B: Comparative US 
Films and Film Technology


	Recall Component 1: Key Developments in US Film

Recall: Component 2: Narrative, Representation and Film Style (with a focus on aesthetic). 

	Recall: Component 2: Narrative, Representation and Film Style (with a focus on aesthetic). 

	Recall Component 1 and Component 2: 


	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	The differences between independent and blockbuster films.

How specialist writing can deepen understanding of set texts.
	The genre conventions of a film and their significance.

How film makers create genres and meaning for the audience through specific film sequences.

Key developments in the evolution of cinema and cinematic technology
	How to compare films of similar genres.

How film makers create genre conventions to reflect the context in which a film is created.
	Revise: How chosen films represent, and thus offer perspectives on, gender, ethnicity, age, and different cultures.
	Revise: Key developments in the evolution of cinema and cinematic technology
	Revise: Use mock exam data and class PLCs to identify core areas to focus on. 

	Components



	Students can identify the differences in technical elements of film, using accurate terminology, to:
· Explain how independent films are recognisable to the audience.
· Understand how production differs from Blockbuster films.
· Comment on the overall effect this has on the audience.

Students are able to understand specialist writing from critics, so they can:
· Explain how the writing has formed/altered their own knowledge.
· Respond critically and in detail.
· Provide a strong view, supported by technical terminology and evidence from the set text.
	Students can identify the technical elements of film, using accurate terminology, to:
· Explain how technical elements impact the audience’s reaction.
· Understand how reoccurring technical elements can impact the genre and meaning of a film.

Students understand how the repertoire of elements, themes and motifs contribute to a film’s message, so they can:
· Comment on the overall mood/tone/emotion of a key scene or sequence.
· Explore the effect of the colour/theme/motif on the film and audience.


Students can correctly identify a film’s narrative structure using accurate terminology, to explore the intentions of the director and how this impacts the audience.  

Students understand how a film is influenced by the various contexts in which it is produced, to ensure they can:
· comment on the director/cinematographer’s intentions when analysing key sequences.
· explain why a director/cinematographer has used technical and mise-en-scene elements, and their effects.
· Explain, at length, how a film’s historical and social context can influence the genre conventions and impact on the audience.

	Students can use comparative language to discuss the two films, in order to provide a detailed analysis of similarities and differences.

Students understand how a film is influenced by the various contexts in which it is produced, to ensure they can:
· comment on the director/cinematographer’s intentions when analysing key sequences and compare its effectiveness.
· explain why a director/cinematographer has used technical and mise-en-scene elements, and their effects.
· Explain, at length, how a film’s historical and social context can influence the genre conventions and impact on the audience.
· Evaluate how impact has been created on the historical and contemporary audience.

Students can correctly identify a film’s narrative structure using accurate terminology, to explore the intentions of the director and how this impacts the audience.  

	
	
	

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Technical codes and conventions used in film and how they can create certain effects. 

Genre conventions.

Narrative theory.

Stereotypes and character identities.
	How historical and social contexts can influence a film maker’s technical choices.

How contexts create a deeper meaning within film.

Key technical elements and their impact on the audience.

The ability to analyse in detail, how technical elements of film impact the audience.

Understanding of genre and some knowledge of their conventions.

	How genres impact the audience in a variety of ways through key elements of film form.

How to structure detailed critical analysis of films and film makers’ technical choices.

 
	
	
	

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Students will have the ability to identify various production methods and how it impacts the audience.

Understanding the impact budgets and production value can have on the technical elements of film.

Critical reading to deepen understanding of set texts will allow students to independently critique and evaluate future texts.
	The ability to explore the context of a film and explain how this has influenced film making.

	Students will have the ability to identify and analyse types of genre conventions and representation, through technical codes and mise en scene.

Students will be able to produce detailed analysis of the key elements of film form (mainly aesthetics and style).

The ability to explore the context of a film and explain how this has influenced film making.

	
	
	

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	All technical terminology in relation to key elements of film form. 
Independent, production value, casting, soundtrack, critical, specialist writing, perception, critique.
	All technical terminology in relation to key elements of film form. Comparative, analysis, historical context, genre conventions, communism, government, distrust, cold war, atomic age, paranoia.
	All technical terminology in relation to key elements of film form.
Watergate, suburban, cityscapes, tension, extra-terrestrial.
	
	
	

	Assessment activities



	Component 1 Section C: 
US independent film 
One question on one US independent film in relation to an example of specialist writing.
	Component 1 Section A: US film comparative study 
One stepped question on the first of the chosen pair of films (produced between 1930 and 1960) Invasion of The Body Snatchers. 
(30 minutes)
	Section B and C: US film comparative study 
· Question 2: one stepped question on the second of the chosen pair of films (produced between 1961 and 1990), assessing AO1 in parts (a) and (b) and AO1 & AO2 in part (c). 
·  Question 3: one question requiring a comparison of the chosen pair of films assessing AO2 only, the ability to apply knowledge and understanding through comparison.
	
	
	

	Resources available



	Specialist Writing Option C: Film Criticism Juno – Get Real 
https://goffs.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/8-Specialist-Writing-Option-C-Juno.pdf?t=1611132519?ts=1611132519 
	Invasion of The Body Snatchers fact sheet
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2016-17/16-17_1-23/_eng/invasion-of-the-body-snatchers.pdf  

Overview/clip of sci-fi genre  
https://nofilmschool.com/science-fiction-genre-movies-tv 
	E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial fact sheet 
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2016-17/16-17_1-23/_eng/et.pdf  

Component 1 Comparative Study Guide
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1189 
	
	
	

	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic embeds writing evaluatively and critically about a set film or piece of film critique.

It allows students to discuss the technical elements and differences of mainstream and independent cinema.
	This topic explores genre conventions in a comparative study.

It allows students to build on prior knowledge gained in their own production and apply this to the film making of set Directors.

This topic allows students to analyse the contexts in which films are created and explore how this influences audience members of the time, as well as a contemporary audience.

	This topic explores genre conventions in a comparative study.

It allows students to build on prior knowledge gained in their own production and apply this to the film making of set Directors.

This topic allows students to analyse the contexts in which films are created and explore how this influences audience members of the time, as well as a contemporary audience.
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